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“COUNTY SUPERTNTENDERT. 
Abraham Van Vechten has been appointed 
‘County Superintendent for Albany in the place 
a. Rufus King. Esq. resigned. 


OFFICIAL. 


STATE OF NEW-YORK-—SECRETARY’S OFFICE. 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 











TO COUN TY: a TENDENTS. 


The several Oounty Sa Superintendents are di- 
rected to forward te the Departmént an eecount 
of the several Teachers’ Institutes held-in their 
‘ several counties since January last, specifying 
‘thenam ber of pupils, the duration of the session, 
together with any other material fects. ' In those 
counties in which Teachers’ Drills have been 
held, the county officers will furnish similar in- 
formation. The réternas should be made on or 
‘before me 20th of November. 

N. 8. BENTON, 


* State Supt. 
TEACHERS’ INSTITUTES. - 








‘| BROOME COUNTY. 
“The Institute will open én the 5th October, 


* “at Binghamfofi,:‘and-will continue three weeks {trom m Oat 


under the direction of J. Taylor ns | county 7 
pt! whe pa who will be assisted b a 
7 Willard, Albert D. Wright, Dr. A. 
De. M8. Davis; By M. 
the Binghamton ‘Academy, re prowavty by | wa 
ad vt ‘Davies. ©: 
ORLEANS. 7 


a épeh dn Tuesday, Oct, 7, in vAies? Aca. 


Be and continue from two to ‘four weeks, un- 
@ direction of J, O. Willsea, ngs super- 

tendent, and . Benj. prneees it A.M., 
Yof the Acs lemy, William F F. Bascom, 


A. M., and L. Reabens. “Lectures from the dif. 
fide Neaeherd oi ot the science of teach g and 


“Dest meth oe of discipline, wilt be giver throu 

- the course+-also Gg ioayed from bay shrug 
‘wiew of the county tay Oe a ex it 6 seb pete 
dan we, be hysiolony, orl maental ‘hil 

com ah 3a “SARATOGA. star: ben 
_ ah ate Will open, at Balls a on. the | & 
séventh hashinia Se pry sertacing si one] Bo 


lor principal of] *2 


under the supervision of Seabury Allen. county 
superintendent,” The board of ye will 
consist of A i Richards, A.M. Principal, 
Reuben H. Bingham, late graduate of the State 

Normal School, associate teacher, and such other 
assistance as the Inctitutemayrequire. Profes- 
sors Page and Pérkins, of the Staté Normal 
School; will be present and lecture to the Insti- 
tute, which will ‘be-a great additional induce- 
ment to the altendance of the teachers, 


STEUBEN. 

The Institute. will open on the 13th October, 
at Bath, and will continue ten or twelve days, 
under the direction of Alanson 8, Piiflips, 
county superintendent. The mldaueimma case have 
not been completed, 


_ COLUMBIA. 
SEMI-ANNUAL SCHOOL CELEBRATIONS. 


Sn 





~. ~« CHATHAM. é 
On the oeth of August we Commenced ‘our Common 
school celebrations at the Federal Stores in the town 
‘of Chatham. The large and excellent school at the four 
corners, in carriages, the vii and were joined 
by the echool at the centre, and er schools, all 
making a of some fifteen or wees. aur es» 
| Containing ie jewels of Chatham; roceeded t 





| the Federal Stores, where were a damter ot sehools 
| with their teachers bled. after, thé school 
| at Ma and is from different the 





he 
| town norivwes rhe and “inet. thoush Soe loust;berhe a ° ool 
bam Street dette jm one 
soem, Leta egw Ay appeared to igouralete' 


hed ‘with er the R 
ir. A and sricoemnty fe cans ee was ye, Re er, 


seas Poeared pate aa ) 
aes qcetlomnes | i attendance, 


that bild 1é 
po Ree yg 






pan pay ie heong d 
ten m exce fesses. Ww 
livered to parents and ts; by the Rev. Mr. Regg 
and the Rev. Mr.Porter; and We remarks to 
children by the ; mt, the thanks 
of audience were te the Rer. gentlemen 
for their very able and interesting addresses; utd a 
committee of three a pied. by the choir, to wait 


u them, and request a copy of their addresses for 
publication. nan " 
«) GHENT. 


a Ges, a Pe ak 


_were 
ie. Be ths th be srcupeds Pe al, and Wnook 
and chairs, and many 

pile i anus, After prayer by, the 





Was co pe 
It an Searclée Se in gran 


mar, t rin in geography; concluding with an exercise in 


After @ receSs of . 






Sa ye ae aNS 





Pad, eee Bay 
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SoCoCoCOCrIrICOQQQ-<- 


physio The exercises were uncommonly interest- 
g) pa’ pertivalarly reading ; to see children in the pre- 
sence of thousands, not only reading correctly and un- 
derstandingly, but “beautiful y, must have been gratify- 
ing, not to teachers alone, but to parents also. And spe- 
cimens of drawing and painting were exhibited that 
would have done honor to our State Normal School, and 
we challenge any schoo! in the State of New-York to 
— as fine ge - as willbe leper atthe next 


te co pension t PB, 
from No. the. 6 e “i 
were i ries ac 1 
peared ight€d-w 


examinations were sustained. Aftera recess of fifteen 
minutes, during which we were favored with excellent 
singing by the choir, t v, Mr. ed.an, 
able on interesting a r | 

Rev. Mr. Porter, ~" Chatham, in his usual eloquent 


odent then | 
— 


ucation. The county s 






BLADE on 
On the ‘the 
van m thous asseh . ica ie fs oe and 
a procession ur 

nearly one-fourth <5 con of m a 
sic. i oe rn 

to, were 2 
Ra ‘ Recruit ae beauty. of the p 
cessi ae 3 as pecliaely inter interesting, 
bearing’ on A motto, 46K ” and 


-bear oie »beantiful iated by one of 
the neue the eby ntfaiy pai ed by ane of 
for the scholars, but Yt was soon ound that the place 


was too strait for the pupils, and many had to stand, 
and not one-fourth of the le could enter the church. 
“The aisles, gallery and were liternlfy jammed. 
‘‘Thewindows aed doors were riba and as Many as 
-could approach them nea peen see, filled 
them. w rc er to 
octene Mang were ina aga kare exercises. w vere. 
ned with prayer by the Rev. ‘Mr? Jone 

q ass of each school then ascended ogy ve aecal 
for the purpose in front of the des’, and gave exeellent 
specimens of correct writing; then‘ each school, accom: 
its respective teacher, Oéeupied the stage, 

and well sustained a-critical and thorough examination 
in grammar, arithmetic and geography, ae al- 
tera fiom agen ee teak ev tie thou- 
sands t, that theie chi Nee deed not 


‘only, properly nu ean Bat that their.teachers were 


faithfully. discharged the duties 
exercises were enlivened by 
poakisenesmamiachools,, peaving 
bas praved successful, of introdu- 
peta ng iie.oee sshoois,. ‘The sehoots were 
jatendent, and 
‘scholars under- 
i a allof 
exercises seals be need- 


eee aes Eoumaiceaea| 


Bt their vrofaanon, 


“orcs roe fog brea 






ples. 
nd aby i a aad constructi 
: a ] 
eck tee As Kev. ir. Spt to air the 
; t 
superin Onde And it it wae tfal 
‘ pat to WP $00 he dion ma aren 
é ings henner. wh 
mage boone met mation, and th pene ool we 
' mes, contented, nd no accident 


ur their fe It {and bape es 8 and- well said 
: oa BORD, MOF more te. the schools 
owa of Hillsdale than. apy six months which ° 


’ KUNDERHOOK. 





t a f 
throagh ax exéi 


pils No ‘T'sting a sort and ' jate 
“Try Again.” Then an.exercise att hee 





agai aean a: 


the, ee pore wah 8 


; selves, highly 
uine 
oe Esa acest e 9b A eee Lari situ 
r 


=— 


by answering in concert; next singing 1 the pupils in 
No.2. An exercise in grammar followed, then singing 
by the pupils of No. 5. An Saacelan in geography closed 
the examination. The Rev. Strobe alatie 
then addressed the children, afer which the Rev. Mr. 
Shaffer addressed the teachers. The addresses were 
interesting and appropriate, inculcating sound and 
wholesome truths, in the practice of which, those for 
whom Sot were. intended will find their best aeae 

¥s fi the county — 
fenton t the result tt of 
ronounced < | 

- the Tee ty! dispersed, a 
well pleased with the celebration. Too much ereaie 
cannot = bestowed-upon the town superintendents of 
aehebrations have been held. - They 
land ability truly commenda- 
beri, le. result of our celebrations has been in the 
degree animating and cheering. to. aged 
eae in the canse of education, and uadoubt- 


C57 
eead the children, and the edt iy ofl sk lI give:ah impulse to our common schools which 
shen te cliaron ahd the eupecy were sae th arets Salutary,. intereal haa been 
never 


crea ante and the schools in Colum 
bia connt 


prosperous 
a condita as Matto gtr donrishing ane abundant 
encouragement to us all to persevere'in the course of 
en}igptended & humanity, devoted patriotism and practi- 
ca 
Respecifull 
Pee AVID G. WOODIN, 
7 : County Sup't. 
Frascis Dwient, Esq. + j 


— 


ESSEX. 
SEMI-ANNUAL EXAMINATION OF THE COMMON 
“Et “25 SCHOOLS. 
Agreeably to the invitation of the Westport 
Common Sehaol Association, the several schools 


ar. in, towa, with bequtiful banners, portraying a 


wariety of scientific subjects, convened im the 
church at, Wadham’s i alla, om.ibe' morning of 
Wednesday, Sept, 3d. Theexereises were open- 
ed, with | prayer, by the Rev. Mr..Weod, of 
Benson, Vt. 

The examining committee: called - for the 
writing books, . having. the, progressive:dates, 
showing their improvement in penmanship—the 
woaps,of Westport and atlases of other geo- 
graphical maps executed by the pupils—the 
several letters setting forth the. advantages of 
common school examinations, composed by the 
the teachers, the .pupils,.os their friends, and 
copied, folded and directed, by. the pupils ; and 
the books of trees, illustrating. the principles of 
grammar. « 

These.specimens,, and, interesting ;prools of 


oa eficient industry. on;the part of Aeachers and 


pupils, were passed for, the examination of the 
yadience. 

All that was attempted, was well done; oyet, 
many pupils felt grieved that -they could not 
have the privilege to be questioned on what the 
imagined to.be their most valuable parts ; indeed, 
aeay leachers were expecting to have. their 

ols questioned at two several times ; but 
the hour for Meine. had arrived, and the Gidpad 


hearing. wa necessarily denied... .. 
At the. raters. expressed them- 
ed—far pap ey their most 
enycelations sed nem 


premiums to a te 
3} where a nie fit yy so well. ©, 

At this stage, was exhibited one of Wee most 
b | interesting and Jov rely scenes ever witnessed— 
‘the tinanimous vote’ Of the children, directing 
the préemiuty money which’ was to be given 
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‘est winié 5. Thine the, pupil Boe 
of their prospe ‘remembere Ahos ee 
fe fed ; some of w nce unable tobe pre-, 
sent on this happy. ons ination 
During ‘the proc of the 
were made by Dr, 
tendent, and by E. umway, Esq,, county , 
supetintendent. ' Att ihe close of the examina- 
tion, he’ addreseéd the scholars and teachers on 
the subject of € ducation, and impressed the sub- 
' Pace 3 on the mie ‘Of the younger portion of the 
ence, by interesting anecdotes and happy 
iastracions which were attentively listened, to 
y.2 
“We have been favored with the letters address- 
ed to'the Seas committee, two of which 
“we give below : : 


2 * * « * * * 


{We can only give extracts from these Tetters. 


ay, remarks 


— 


To the Examining Commitiee : : 
Westrort, Essex co. 4 N. ¥., Sept..3,,1945, 


em th * * * * bf . 
nega the witty of the scheme of common 
scheo rE Hepat there exists in our mind little or 
doubt. We cannot speak from our own experience, 


. Holton, town superia-,), 


= 


oo} | this a stimulat ‘daaire which exists 
ujating the hope a a station of _ brity 


ory y ye ulness in the world, the means are 
found alone in the qoapneuaunye stadiés of! common 


schools, . ers. of equal 
Trapovtai ci aca og itt fail x justify the 


friends of eduéation in time to 
}time, ee se oe ing beg of ress of 
woiversaledu a oo —-~ of: our:eauntry 
and the agivatjeon — aad impos- 


tors. It sa matter o witeaisbetens ang so little is 
done on Le re ein Sha’ we may be allowed to ho 

that what isbeing-done inthis town, may be but the 
commencement of an interest on the subject commen- 
urate with its importance, and universal throughout 


our country. wosedwtt 
s wit 
Bp it. STEVENSON. 


; To behalf of. district aoa No, }; taught by: Miss B. 
iM, Wansar.., 





WESTPORT, ESSEX COUNTY: } N. Y. 


The plan of giving premiams, ptoposed by 
this asseciation, is quéestionable—in our judg- 
ment bad. We should be glad to see it discus- 
sed in Our Columns-—Ep, 

We take pleasure in calling the attention of 
our readers to an association recently formed in 


this town for increasing the benefits ef our com- 
mon schools. 





yet from the experience and testimony of others more 
arned and better acquainted with men and things— 
cause and effect~w-we jafer that we may expect incal- 
culably great advantages to be derived from such an 
effort. ho caw calculate the bearing a word, a look, 
or an effort like this, may have on an immortal mind ? 
It ma determine. its destiny | for time—yea, more—for 
etern Y- At these ex- 
aminations; too, the teachers are expected te express 
their views and metheds of instruction, with freedom, 
.and whatcver information one possesses’ more than 
pee oy in this way. becumes common property. Hee, 
the good teacher will te distingaished from the 
bad, and parents will be convinced that it'ts much bet- 
ter-to hire'a teacher than a cheap one. Another 
‘argument in favor of-exami ms; ~ 4 that it always 
hasbeen the practice, and been deemed highly im- 
rtant, that there should bé public examinations in the 
her departments education, as seminaries and 
colleges. surely, if itis important for,those who 
: tame arrived at the age in whieh they ht or are ex- 
pected to,exercisé reason, in retaining what they haye 
ea it is far more important for those so young 
that they cannot doly appreciate the advantages of un 
Sesendenshat @gain, the ae one gal ihe county 
' s ive an account of thirty-seven 
soperiaa aaa et oe which resulted if ‘ 
To close, we add, that it is our sincere wish, nat not 
een ly th is examination may nesult ii good but that the 
system of commen schools may ence 4 in developing. 
w and important: methods, until we +4-F,. havea per- 
structure, and one which we shall ened 

to present to the assembled — = tage 
Mek AY, 


ARPBNTER.) | 


ft a of school distriet No. - ar oy: Migs, 


ae 


The scholars 


i Persie. 5 shoot are rough ia to a eompatitiqn ; 
need ad 


wares of 


far, ge with ea 
ee %e oe aie | ed upon 
ot learning : anes Ponild 
ey anothe r of Apnip eg “Prat a spi 
-of us. the parents 
an hie and ot ie is upon then ee a wish to 
sta: real in their estimation, is natural to every 
1 tmind. Again, slnletioe a thoge pay more 
ention to me ‘communicati t their 
own age, and th me ey learn tom, acy Tr; rem = 
are also wa superintend pd ibeir friends, 
show importance of t rad deat yi a outh, 
and of their obtaining a good education, aud the variety 
vof ways in which it can be made useful in after life: 





oe 





We would respectfully suggest that the hearty 
co-operation of parents is requisite to the success 
of this scheme, as, indeed, of any schemes de- 
signed to improve our schools. 


COMMON SCHOOL ASSOCIATION. 

WHEREAS, Universal experience in teaching, 
shows the importance of occasional reviews and 
examinations": 

Anp Wuereas, It is desirable to increase the 
utility of our schools, by encouraging a laudable 
spirit of emilation— 

Anp Wuertas, The best means of effecting 
this,.is believed to be, the assembling of the 
several schools at least once, in each term, for a 
public examination. by a suitable committee: 

Therefore, We, thesubscribers, hereby pledge 
our co-operation, : an —— payment.of 25 
cents,,.for, the. period of five years. front date, 
for establishing a Pagmium Funp, outof which 
tea per cent shall be appropsiated to defray the 
expenses of an annual celebration, July 4th, and 
the. semi-annual examination. One-third of the 
yemainder shall.be awarded to the teachers of 
our summer schools, and the remaining two- 
thirds shall. be, awarded to the teachers of our 
winter schools, as in the judgment of the examin- 
ing, committee ‘shail best express the compara- 
tive efficiency of their labors, in view of all the 
| circumstances which should. be teken into ac- 
count. 

This: ppencintion abe shall hold its annual meeting 
for the choice of officers, in the Baptist Church 
at. Westport, on the: third Monday in J uly. The 
officers shall be . 

Ist. A president. 

The town superintendent of common: schoo!s 
shall be the president; but in case of his resig- 
nation, the association may choose any member. 

Qd. A first vice- president, 

3d. A second vice-president. 

4th. A third vice-president... 

The clergymen in charge cf the several 
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and directed (2. ne oxamining 





x _ Churches in in town, shall be the ‘vice- esidents. | folded, sealed 
: se Me we a Ne col. | Somitttee, aS ra dunt Bead 
eeont pon oO 
nae ’ A treasurer. ° evi gt Sambe iat | ee at Fees 93.in his 
‘Tew. dat aad 19 Hee consisting 0 of one 1 sar ches amt fendane a , S deaety 
from $s I ao the yp sai resi- 
al om es shall. nalatiaiiametsaats dents, bee 
; pertainiog to such te? Resole “That “the gectpbity: inform. the offi- 
tute an executive comic, rh shall! ééts of thelr election , and call a pvt pf the 
‘be to, call, meeting: Nie ends’ ee cbabtaliver, Av ast 4th, 1845, Moe 
of fr Sage gad eae » interests of! P. M., at the house of Mr: C. B, Hate as ap- 
schools may demand—to makeauitable arrange cae a matshal and perltieal, marshals for Sept. 
> ghents for statéd antiversaries and semi- nd cee the SEBASTIEN, re 
annual examination ‘nominate and appoint}. “the foreg regoing is submitted for, lication, 
/@myexamining committee, and do all other busi- | that its merits, if any, may be ext led espe 
--ti¢ss which the interests of the ‘association re- te ly that the "scheme aa be pertects by those 
quire. The examining committee Shall consist | having more experience. 
of three gentlemen-noé residents of Westport,| The subscriber By SoepesHielly solicits that some 
t ethos r, with the vice-presidents: town superintendeé ‘nt would put, in operation a 
po rt, Saly 14th, 1845. oa ve pi prog Renee - ante his resulis, to the 
rnames. readers of the Journa 
cae alg: a indies, ren ie Will some 6xe describe, definitely, the articles 


Ata meeting of the saeebere f the Common 
School Association, heldin thé Baptist Charch 
at Westport, July 2ist, 1845,>the following 
officers were chosen : 

DAVID P. HOLTON, President, 


Rev. Tuos. Branpr, 
“RR: T. Wane, Vice-Prestdents, 
** .C. Spooner, 

C.\B. Haren, feintare, 
J. H. Low, Freasurer, 
Alex. Stevenson, John Williams, 


Albert P. Cole, Samuel Rost, 
Jona. Nichols, Jr., Leonard Fisher,’ 
Jared Goodale, . Andrew, Frisbie, 
’ Elijah Angier, ie} Nichols, 
M., P. Whallon, Imla Hartwell, 
Marcus Storrs, John Stone, 
Prudential Commitiec. 


Resolved, That the several séhools be invited 


to unite in - examinat‘on at‘ Wadhems’ Falls, |j on 


Wednesday; 
Resol 
digit’ subscriptions, payable Sept: let, 

the: treasurer of the’ association 5 

which’ shalt be’ appropriated at the beat ex- 

amination, aud the renialning two-thirds'at the 
| winter examina’ and the ‘same shall be 
a the exemining eoehit ee to ofie or 
best: ‘wonowtig: te com- 
parative excellence’ in the: 
T ae viz’: sit 
ist. Reading—seleetions from the Kew Tes: 
tament. ‘3 

2d. Geography, including an’ 

gra 


Sept. 3d, 1845; at 9 o’clock 4. M. 
1845, to 


cal maps executed by the pupils. 
Arithmetic, with exercises on ‘the black- 
beable 

4th: Spelling ~as shown b 
ing down” the assembled scholars: 

Sth! Writiig—indlading the ‘entire’ set of 
writing exercises during the term, with the pro+ 
gressive dates. 

6th. A Hook of trees, illustrating the principles.| ‘ 
of gramm?r with Ateir Practica appt. cation in 


parsing: 

7th. Vocal muste: 

8th. The best and tieatest fetter, setting forth 
the advantages of ‘school ‘examitations, written, 


Bye trial of “ s ' spell- 


That the: executive committee so- 
ne-third of’ 


| svas expected frem. hit, 


at'as’ of ‘geo Mow 


| best suited for the teachers’ premiums? Will 
{any propose an appropriate medal or device? 
What shall be the scholars’ premiums? Will 
any unite in an effort of this kind? Could the 
general ~~ be made with some gentleman 
iin Albany 

DAV 1D 'p. HOLTON, 

Toten Shipertatondent. 





[From the Watertown Jeffersonian } 
JEFFERSON. 


COMMON ee CELRSRATION. , 


The common schoois of Wi Watertown and Pimelia, 
under the care of their respective teachers, held a cele- 
bration at -Agricultoral Halt, ia this village, -¥- Thurs- 
day of last week.. What with the army thousand 
chen belonging te those schools, - = “iarte riamber 

persons in attendance, the el és and 
the spirit music of the jovenlle “ae nd by 
the bend—the display of flags ‘and: banners: with ap- 

priate devices, &c., the celebration was an ifiterest- 
and impressive ir. 
he Throne of Grace was invoked by’ Rev. ~- 
Knox, feelingly, ferveatly and devoutly.*Hon. C. 
Cisaxn’ followed ,.i in an extempore address of ‘nearl z 
hour, characterized by .great: clearness, force and di- 
rectness. 

2 he Rev. J. Bonenanp addresecd the: assemblage, 
with more than his usual} eloquence'and tact—detining 
clearly and concisely the pre-requisite quatifieations of 
teachers, their duties as suchy: end. alse the duties of 
eae guardians, we.)) ) 

The Bao wa next addressed’ the -assem- 
blage, in ; train of fervent et ee Although much 


and wen exededed the ex- 
From ins ava of his friends; and wen goldenopinions’’ 
rom his auditors. 


€ about 50 ainutes, and was fol! wed by P. 
v Esq., the county supérin = a well 
considered, impressive and effectivexs ough 
following has a gleaner’’—to use his own a 
showed S aclastels that much had enced 
which was important to be the tee et wants 
‘of ‘papils and'the spirit of Paris 
efforts on the part ie ererts ges * that 
the edmmorschool'system, though moat ; 

of improvement, and that sou Tra ot 

soun heed ulred‘that ae T att 

= paid to he ‘basta ‘of free instita 


minds. 
’ ‘Phe eaciathatlon of the scholars reflected’ ertit jredit 
— their'teachers, and went far to prove that much 





good may be ¢cecomplished in our common A Site si 
Several maps drawn by chilty rom 7 to of 
age, attracted ‘ soot deal o! Attention s L elicited 





warm 
The exeelient ar arrangements made and éhipiad out by 
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A. P. Sicourner Esq., of Watertown, and’ Doctor 
Smrrn of Pamelia, town superintendents, contributed 

reatiy to the'pleasures of the day, and many left the 

iall fully impressed that at least one day had been 
rightly and profitably spent. We hail these celebra- 
tions as the dawn of a new era in the cause of educa- 
tion and the onward march of mind, and predict that 
each succeeding year will further demonstrate the ad- 
vantages of our common school system and the wise 
foresight of its projectors. i 

‘When goods and money all are spent, 
Learning is most excellent.’’ 


[From the Rochester Daily Democrat.} 
‘MONROE. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE TEACHERS’ AND SUPERIN- 
TENDENTS’ COUNTY CONVENTION. 


i chatention OF ‘Teachers aid town euperit 
tecttas assembled Ba ol ite Lohhe er it. 
trict. No.4, in this: eity,.on Wednesday fore- 


noon.” ¢ ‘6 ; 

It; Reid, of Rochtetet, was’ chosen president’ 
—Ira Bellows, of Pittsford, vice pieaitent = 
an@Jason: W. Seward; county:superintendent, 

Mr. Barnes, of, Rochester, :présented the 
claima.of the ‘',Toachers’ Advocate,” a periodi- 
cal lately started under the auspices of the teach- 
ers’ sfate convention. 9 

fr. Jones, ixom the commitiee on resolutions, 
reported in part. 12 ; ; 

The preamble and firstand second resolutions, 
a ne ohserYations from Mr. Jones, ‘were 
unasimously adopted ; ’ risdos 
on shoot The interest manifested in regard to'com- 

popula 





mon 
friends of ular ed) jon, and ‘consequent ‘im- 
provement ‘in our cominon s¢hools, afford’ abuhtant 
evidence’ that'‘otr common ‘schoo! system, end the 
Tecty. hereon, carry, it out, are in the main; cor- 
rect. on oe 

1. Resolved, That we will continue to agitate the 
subject of common school education, and the improve- 
ment of our schools, while there remains any thing to 


be said or done that sha}l;bave m temdeney to improve | 


their usefulness. 

2. Resolved; "That! we’ will. adapt those’ measures 
which experience has proved. to be. the beat; Tan cting 
whatever og tow deleteriuts in practicé, however 
plausible the theory, or from whatever source’ it may 
Orig@ABise co lo yineisviges Mais Zi 7 

The third resolution was objected,to. by some 
congioea ne on erat indefiniteness ; and on; 
motion of, Mr., Mack. it was recommitted to the 
committee, . ars revision, It was .aflerwar 
adopted, as follows: ©, 5 ; 

3.;Resolyed, That the increased interest in common 
schdols, aad the pabrora® condition of those in his 
state; singe the -adopfion of the een 4 eount ‘and | 
town superin endents’, v@ co yey. ic w ’ 
of this” sure; RT ist to our schools the: 
same rvidiod shonld We continue rst 

On'‘tiotion of Mr. Treat, Mr. Mack, the city 
superintendent, was’added to-the committee on 
resolutions. $y 054 ' 

The fourth resolution is as follows :. 

4. Resolved, That'ia the selection of school officers, 
no principle should dperate ‘but fitness for the office; 
and we believe as a general thing, those are best quali- 





fied to superintend schools, who have had experience’ 


in the duties of the school-room. 
To this, Mr. Bixby moved the following as a 
substitute : joe 
Resolvedj'‘That no person shall ‘be/ deemed qualified 
for county -superiat 
has not had the experience of at least three years in 
teachlng common sehools, 


education; Within the fewyeurs payt, by the P 


tiof egmmon, schools, whi }, 


|. Mr. Bixby went onto remark, that those who 
, had taught in colleges and academies, knew but 
| little ef public schools, and were often unfit for 
| the office. 
; Mr. Johnson had no objection to the resolu- 
tion in its original form: He could not go with 
| the Syracuse convention on ‘this point, He be- 
| lieved that there were men who never taught 
schools, that were wel qualified for the office of 
superintendent. He thought there were teachers 
; who had taught ten, fifteen, and twenty years, 
| who knew nothing, or next to nothing, of their 
business. The effices should be thrown open to 
all, and all would:-feel-an interest in them. 

Mr. Bixby thought teaching should be an ex- 
clusive profession in this country, as in Prussia. 
Law and physic were exclusive, and'it would be 
considered: absurd to throw these professions 
open’ te ‘all If the superintendents were not: 


tical haek;'or broken down minister*or tewyer.” 

e thought tat the common school system of 
ithis state, “ap carried out; was aa 
cause every person is eligible to the 
office, whether a fool or knave, ® "1? 1 sme) 

While this resolution was under: diecussion,' 
the convention passed a teh! minwtes tule in re- 
‘ference to speakers. : 

Mr. Johnson regarded the superintendent as 
an executive officer, atid did not deein it necessa- 
ry that he should be an actual teaches. ae 

Dr. Howard, su printhndept of Ogden, thought 
many things should be considered in the appoiat- 
ment of superintendents, Teachers were usually 
hyoung'men, often bat little known, while the su- 
erintendent was generally @ man of some note, 
ia the.town. His principal duty was to disburse 
moneys, change the‘forms of districts, &c., and 
do other executive business, which he could pro- 
bably do betiér than teachers. It was unwise 
he thought, to excl all but teachers. It re- 
quired the exercise of great. discretion and pru- 
dence in healing divisions,“&c. The resolution, 
as proposed By Mr. B., was not a democratic 
one. It was.a narrow, proscriplive, ‘‘ native 
Ametican” resolution, which he earnestly hoped 
the convention would reject. 

Mi Tones, of Mumford, felt compelled to op- 
pose fhe amendment, The: original resolution 
‘omprised all they had a right to. It would be 
impolitic in them to exelude any class. Nothing 

ould operate but fitness. Politics should not 
govern in the selection, nor showld the tandidate 
be taken exclusively, from the, 
Many superintendents not teachers, had filled 
offices with great ability. “The passage of the 
resolution would be highly injudicious. — 

' Mr. Bixby rose to explain. He did not intend 
to say that all who were not at the time actual 
teachers, should be ineligible. He considered 
many who had formetly beet engaged in teach- 


ing, as teachers.still, and eligible to the office. 


rof. Dewey called attention to that part of 
the substitute which prescribed that three years’ 
experience should be necéssary to qualify a man 
for that office. 

Mr. Barnes was decidedly in favor of the 
original resolution, as it placed the office on the 
broad ground of fitmess; though he was of. opinion 
that teachers were often best qualiffed. at 

Mr. Meriman combatted the idea thrown out 
that a teacher who had given up the business ac 
feen or twenty years ago, was fit for important 





teachers, the office would often fall 4esome ‘poli+: 


7, be- 
highest: © 
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offices now. Great improvements bel been made, 
which they had notkept pace with. The county 


pended for the: education of so large a number in any 
city inthe Union. . 


superintendent, he thought, should be a man of | pi operations of the schools the past year, have 


education and talent, and capable of managing | 


more harmonious than during any previous one, 
and the board are led to regard the system of free pub- 


the best institutions in the country. Hethought’ lic schools in the oh p-ne having become permanently 


the mover of the resolution actuated by an im.  70°ted in the favoro 


and fishes.” 


he people; its utility or con tian: 


ance can no jenger be re d as problematical—and 


proper spirit, and having an eye to the ‘‘ loaves) its benign influence aot oul upon the children and 
2 


Mr. Bixby enquired if the speaker meant to 
be personal in -his application of the “ loaves | *° 
and fishes.” 

Mr. Meriman did not-mean to be persona 
and refused: to: explain further, as that — 
give his remarks.a personal chetacter.: 

Mry Brown did not understand the drift of the 
“patie y Fens too tame, and asserted little 
or not e€ saw no necessi passing it. 

The chair eran that th ere 


marks on.the political motives that had, ia some 
i —— the selection of superintend- 
ents. . They were strongly: in favor of the present, # 
system of supervision. _- 

The substitute was then put, and lost, and the 
original resolution adopted. 


ROCHESTER FRE FREE SCHOOLS. 
BF erie from Annual ial Report—June, 1845.} 


The attendance ai at the several scbodls the past year, 
has been as fo 


In District eh » aggregate; - oar: & = 
r 7 ais do 38 
“ 4, do 225 lo 145 
“56% 5; do | 467 o 247 
“ “ 6, do - 479°: -do 368 
“ Ty do 78... de,... 48. 
_@ 8, do 62 do 51 
“ 9, do sst «do 155 
“ 10, do 410=— do 265 
‘“ ll, do 398. -do 199 
bs 12, «do... , 387 ~— do 222 
“s 13, do | -148,. 15 
a6 14, do 445°" do 228 
6 16, do 27: do 116 
Colored school, 153 » 8. 
This shows an i u endance 
pet year, of sent average, ‘at endance, 
ekienihe ctopitionn bo ween the ages of 6 and, 
16 1é yeore 2 ime in| the ety on 2 tbe oat es 
ies neenes reports ice 0 
the uperiatendent t, e000: of bed are colored 
children. The nulber of a those: who have attended the 
ee | wean some ‘portion of the ‘year, Ieee wale 
5] erenee seep ee ce 
Estimated number. attendi the i cor saasba + 
and, private schools, seeees ing the incorporated 600 
aa ~ | ——- 
Leay who have not 
atten any the probable, pum dded to o tin t is seen, the ave- 
rage non-attendance is very large, bei ine vom over 
The amount -of. Taised the} past yeer, 
Pp the s rt of s Is (exclus reo the ier t 
nseés of the Bon 1B vcccce vecceccdcces $10, 400 - 


he amount received from the State, is-- 2, 286-00 





t , Total, 2 sem easewe serene vee +.-* $12,696- -00 
Tuas econ, that the amount a areient: to each child 
in the city between the ages of 6 and 16 years, is $1, 93. 

That the annual cost to rah nied child B epg ng more or 
less instruction in the pub cto a Rm ey 


the cost to‘eaeli ‘child aie “ivesage at 
only 94-00--a smaller sum, it.is be ed, ben a is on 


youth of the city, but by reflection upon the parents 


aed guardians, is now felt through every department of 
ety. 


The increased interest manifested by the numerous 
attendance of parents and ot -at the spring exami- 
nations, hascheered and eacouraged the board, and has 
given the most tangible proof of a favorable change i in. 
public sentiment in regard to cut 1s. 

The cause of education seems emphatically the great 
cause of the age in which we live: moral mental 
elevation seems Uestined to become the = 
feature of the rising generat the impression is 
daily gaining strength, that in-ne-way so surely can =. 


fins. and stilt higher the. 


be im a 
' re bed  Booular by Fai 
To effect: an inst) soripedaatsll: - 
gpblic opt ae Thiscan nn be Tae. on a candid 


citizens, and and by aa oleae, ad ‘dministration 3 shod! 
To witness:the change that has been wrought inthe 


on this, subiet, wots baa. been a source of, incore. 
tion to the It is how a‘ te 

stinctive in gy te —— ae that the peblic seh setools 
are entitled, to the aed, capers -of of ali.; 

subject of schools igo one whi no 5 RT 
sectarian or, Party foolint:.ow, woeta that no ‘soaks 

would aim at their o 

= administration with either. 


td would de, violence to r own, 
should they close this brief report w. Mourn e 
acknowledgement of the’ obligation t they are tT to 


| the teachers of the public schools for their most vala- 
feltigent aervices the wu oan year, pad their ener and in- 
e s 
mich have baa gems mamitted to us, to our successors in 
commend ihe 
con rand cain and pee schools to | 


th 
STORE Gan 58 MPAULENER, President. 





{For the District School Journal-] 
ONONDAGA. 
COMMON SCHOOL CELEBRATION... 
, We regret that this notice has been unavoidably post- 
poned until this time. —Ed. 
bivthde oe -ninth anniversary of our nation’s 
‘celebrated:at Fabius, by the se- 


ted to atouse the community to the’ important 
subject of universal education. 

t an early hour in the day, the several 
schools of the town, with their teachers ,} 


ed 
_ | each other a short distance from the Oa 
‘| where ca were met by the .“‘ Fabius Brass, 


Band”’—the members of which kindly volun- 
teered their services on the occasion—and es- 
corted them into the village. It was truly an 


| animating and san — » ur ors 


long train of wa 
each, and filled Sith: ‘smiling, happy 
each ‘bearing a beautiful banner with dime Ap 
potent motto. 
I should fail, should I undertake to give an 
adequate description of the exercises of the 
‘day, consequently must forbear. Handbills 
and circulars were seht thronghout the: town. 
.o the several districts, and a. general invita. 





‘minds of a large number of our more wealthy ration. > 


aie ve canawerde town, in’ manner bighly™ - 
creditable to the inhabitants, and’ ‘well calcula- © 

















OP THE STATE OF NEW-YORK. 127 








‘tidn »was extended to the inhabitants, and all 
‘interested in the common school enterprise. 
On the arrival of the sehools, they were re- 
‘céived by the town stipérintendent in front of 
the academy, (now occupied ‘as a district 
school house, ) and appropriate places assigned 
~ them in the procession, | 
At ten o’clock, A.M., the citizens under 
the direction of the marshals, the children un- 
der that of the superintendent, formed in pro- 
cession, and marched around the west. square 
of the village, each headed by a band of music. 
Arrived at the green of the ‘Baptist church, the 
children were comfortably sealed under a 
bower provided for the occasion. ; 
The exerciees of the forencon commenced 
with music from the. band, and singing by the 
juvenile choir, Prayer was then offered by 
‘Rev. H. Tremain, after which the Declaration 
--of Independence was read by L. M. Pratt, su- 
rintendent'of common schools, and was fol- 
owed by an address from O. L. Sprague, Esq. 
_oh the subject of education. The address was 
one of the first order, and drew forth the hi 
est commendation from those who had U 
pleasure of listening toit, ‘The exercises were 
interspersed with music. from the band, and 
juvenile singing, which contributed much to 
the interest of the day, and happily gratifying 
to all present. The exercises of the forenoon 
having concluded, the children again formed 
‘in procession and marched to the basement of 
‘the church, where’a rich and bountiful suppl 
of refreshments was provided by the inhabi- 
‘tants of each district. After a short recess, 
the children formed in procession and marched 
to the east end of the village, and back to the 
stand, when (hey listened to a spirited and 
well timed address from Mr, Truair, of Otsego 
county. »Mr: Truair was very happy in his 
remarks, and adapted them peculiarly to the 
capacity of children, and the ‘interest they 
manifested on the occasion, was enough to 
convifice aay one present that a favorable im- 
pression was left on their minds. 

The several schools were ‘then called upon 
in order,, and each teacher piven an opportu- 
nity for.an examination vf their scholars in 
some,particular branch. . nee 

The, first school prepared was District No. 
3, Miss Moon, teacher. One in declamation, 
vand a‘class in astronomy—explained upon the 

' black-board. . The examination did much ho- 
nor to the:teacher, as well as: pupils, illustra- 


| ractically the advantages of the black- 
bork ‘in teaching geography: © District No. 
°2)°Miss Sherman, teacher, a class in concert 


‘reading. District No. 10, Miss'Trish, teacher, 
@ class in Geography. District No, 9, Mr. 
Clark, tedcber, declamation and concert read- 
ing, by.a.class of fifty. Much credit is due 
the teachers for their efforts and, untiring ex- 
_ertions in the cause of: common school educa- 
~¢ion. 1: lof} BS 


of Mherechoolssweveihih, with eet ens ersterode 


dren was estimated atsevenhundred. A larger 
and more respectable assemblage of penthe, 
was never before ‘witnessed in this town, on 
ws hegre . 

hus passed off the “ glorious fourth,” in 
Fabius, not an accident [| laving occurred to 
mar the enjoyments and féstivities of the day. 


Fabius, Onondaga.Ca., N. ¥. 
TIOGA. 





The Tioga County:Common School Teachers’ 
Association met at the district school-housé in 
the village of Owego} on Saturday, the 17th of 
May, according to previous notice. The presi- 
dent, John M. ker ; Esq., being absent, Chas. 
k. Coburn, of Owego, was elected president pro 
tem. After the meeting was organized, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were. discussed and passed 


unanimously. f 
On motion of Dr. Elijah Powell, county su- 
iatendent, . 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this associa- 
tion, moral instruetion-is of paramount impor- 
tanee, and that the teacher who neglects to en- 
force moral truth by example as well as precept, 
is deficient in one of the most important qualifi- 
cations of a teacher of youth. This resolution 
was supported by Dr. Powell in some very ap - 
propriate and feeling remarks. 

On motion of Andrew Coburn, 

Resolved, That the office of county superin- 
tendent is of great utility to common schools, 


'Y | and that we will at all times urge the necessity 


of continuing said office. Remarks were made 
by Andrew Coburn, the mover, showing the 
great benefit the office of county superintendent 

ad been to the schools in this county, by Amos 
C. Stedman, town superintendent of Owego, 
and Willis Atkins, town superintendent of Spen- 
cer, and to the same point by Dr. J. L. Corbin, 
of Owego, giving some of the reasons why that 
office was so unpopular with the people. 

On motion of Charles R. Coburn, 

Resolved, That every person who intends to 
become. an intelligent and successful teacher, 
should be a subscriber for, and a constant reader 
of the District School Journal. Remarks by 
the mover contrasting the conduct of teachers 
with men in other business; while the lawyer, 
the physician, the clergyman, ‘the politician, 
the mechanic and the farmer, strive to become 
better qualified to perform the duties devolving 
upon them by reading or studying the opinions, 
advice and experience of others in their respect- 
ive professions who have become emifient for 
their wisdom and success, the teacher, as.a 
eee thing, is plodding his way along unaided 

y the counsel or advice of those who have 
toiled and are now toiling in the same business. 
Also by Dr, Corbin, showing the value of the 
Journal-to all in any way engaged in the cause 
‘of education. On motion of Dr. E. Powell, 

, ed, That the individuals who faithfully 
discharge the duties of town superintendent or 
teacher, re conferring incalculable Dériefits on 
the rising ge eration, and ought’ to receive the 
‘of 'alf Classes in community. Remarks 
db mover 4s ‘to the résponsibility’ resting 





« exceptions,’ ‘present, i and the number of: chil-‘ 


upon thé téscher ; also by O. D, Davis of Spen. 













































eeatcaty “Weert iy Satins Na 





gah Ee aoa zs 
oe cage ATG Ri a na men lg He 








Te ge a on Se sg ake an ee Sycha ~ - ‘ ‘ 
ST : Pi apa i nS ao PS OARS a RE oe hgh aS rage P 


Snore argh LIS 
cornea 


BET GS aed 


goon oe . 





FE DSi a SS pe eed el eg 


"128 > . DISTRICT. SCHOOL JOURNAL, 








cer, and Charles'R. Coburn, showing the extent. 
~of the influgace. exerted by the teacher, not anly. 
- upon the wising generation, but also upan ee 
rations yet unborn; which influence the, teacher 
must. meet,.with all its fearful respons: es at, 
the, bar. of God... 
. By request, Charles R. ‘Coburn. gave ‘an ac- 
co pate aye recent visit’to Albany, where 
he golert ecks in the §tate. Normal 
School. He 2 edéribed the printipal and profes. 
sors of the institution, the arrangement, classi- 
fication and management, the studies pursued, 
together with the mede-of instruction and other 
interesting details... Fcom the aceoual givén by 
Mr. Coburn, the asseciation was deeply im 
pressed: with :the | im portance: of \its: permanent 
-eontinaation, asa valuable means of furnishing | , 
Ahé state and nation with» sneplpes Sewer 
- edacated teachers. - ww O 1 ' 

Résobved, : That-the procedings ofthis meeting 
he published in the:papers of this: county. ans in 
the’ District School Journal published:at 

oo ‘ov CHARLES: 8. COBURN, 
Pr pre tem. 
J. mi Mindnem | Me. Sees ee | 


‘Ownad, “Aiaguat 24, ‘1845. 
The Tioga Goutity ‘Feachers’ Association met 
at the district schoobhouse? in the: village: of | 
Owego. The meeting ‘was: ‘called: to order: by 
electing O. D. Davis; teacher of Spencer; presi- 
dent pro tem., and Charles R. Coburn teacher of 
Owego, secretary}. } A committee consisting of 
Willis Atkins, town superintendent of Spencer, 
and Chas. R. Cobura was appointed by the chair 
to prepare business for the afternoon session. 
Adjourned until half past twelve. 


AETERNOON SESSION. 

The delegate to the Teachers’ State Conven- 
tion at Syracuse were called upon for a report. 
Whereupon Charles R. Coburn gave a brief: 
statement of the proceédings of said convention 
from its organizaiion up to the time of his leav. 4: 
ing—being the afternoon of the second day’s ses- 
sion. 

The Rev, Mr. Peck of the Baptist church then 

ave an entertaining and instructive address 
fined with good adyicé 5 teachers and parents. 
On mole of Charles R. Coburn, a vote of 
thanks was presented to. the speaker for bis’ 
Bi practical and excellent address, 

The. ovng ea Fesolutions, then reported 


fl in 
Reload, “h ae sates ‘en 
eke Fe 


5 t, should be 
i pet we ala ri at ny rst sete gy fo, sus- 
ie 1 


tin the opinion up this adhocia. | iedaen 
tion Bersted: Tig of teaching should be ade qerr 
profession as much as the DIASHES, of LW Or 


a8. were page ofA oy 
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‘Uponiinvitation, Mr. Pearsall,; editor of: the 
‘Owego Gazetie; made some genetal remarks 
upon our.school system, also upon the resolution 
| under considaraiian showiag the pecessity of 
those engaged. in teaching making it a_profes- 
sion, and so qual fyin “Fe: themselves for the busi- 
ness, as to ensure them steady employment and 

a fair compensation for their services. “ 

0. B. DAVIS, Pres. pro'tem. 

CHARLES R Cosvan, Sec. ‘pro tent. 


TIoG Ra. 


[Extract & zt livered befa t 
ae | f ore dgeens pan eae ma in 


@,1 ty Rev. Mr. Peck. 

‘“‘ There aré;‘however, many ser honorable 
snud ofthe atmong this class; who, true to the 
of the pligrigi fathers, cease: not to seek 

} proper —— pc“ which: to ‘pour: their; ]i- 
beral benefactions end. with. whieh; to bless. the 
present, and unborn meperaiont,. High: in this 
list s‘ands.the name of the. noble. and. lamented 
"| Wadsworth of our 0) om state. Such, eause the 
widow’s heart to sing for joy—eyes are they to 


[the blind—feet are they to the lame—fathers are 


ey to the oor—and the ‘cause the “y know not 
they search out. ‘ Were thé examples of the fio- 
wie few followed by ‘the ‘xi¢h ay ‘aclats! ‘even 
‘then their ample ‘treasures: woald ‘avail but little 
‘in preduci a perpetuating this difference with- 
out anoth & mightier agency. 

‘\ Nor should we look for the occasion of this 
difference in the infiuence of academies.and uai- 
versities, As-confessedly useful and important as 

are these institutions to a necessary and exten- 
_sive intelligence, they avail but little in eleya- 
ting the whole people. , France, Germany, Eng- 


{ land and other countries of middle Europe, have 


long bad their universities. Ireland has had hers 
too—but the effect has been to prodace only here 
and there a fertile spot; while the vast territory 
ardund remained a barren waste. The same is 
true and has been to'a great extent, of the states 
of our union already referred to. They have al- 
ways had their universities and their cultivated 
intellectual giants as. their fruits,, but the masses 
have: been neglected and must still be for aught 
these can do. To these, then,: we cannot look 
ga the radical cause of the distinguished position, 
which way thé common people, hold over the 
ingsaee oo other nations. Ifit is‘not, then, the 
‘fe ‘our government—nor the freedom of 
xs negeerrnet the accountability of theiraler to 
aled—nor the power of wealth—nor the in- 
‘fluence of academies and: universities, (however 
‘important-al these-may. be to the -result: asi se- 
opera Tp theselare ‘net the great 
agency Poy is-it 1 Lt is. cur: system of eer 
Tt is our nee pirgh common + 
It is the dba of | tation | n fap 
peng This, the grea 
than 


any other, on . ata turn 
happy doping. It sania Ne iii ey 
ie to 


call e aie) 
ia) vacu be ‘ite ® shadow ‘of 
rode iin see: belek & neies must 
ew to hopeless ‘i Butleave 
ito us our § stem one Kok yy tralleeg si education in .wigor- 
terate dav form: of gov- 
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‘free—put upon our necks the tyraat’s yoke, and 
“we would break it, and slay him and his min- 
ions with its fragments—crash us under @ mon- 
~eyed aristocracy and we would on principles of 
~equal justice turn its golden streams inte chan- 
nels, ito bless the poor, the widow and orphan— 
yea, demolish our academies and universities, 
and from their ashes, phenix-like, would spring 
others bf equal fame. . sei 
* But what is this system—its fonndation—su- 
perstrocture and furniture? It is founded in be- 
nevolence--in. pure good will. This is. its chief 
corner stone, (It is constructed of the principles 
-of equal rights and protection to the peor... Itis 
. furnished. with: houses -of: refuge, in, which are 
veyes for the blind, ears:for the deaf, and under- 
-standing for the simple. _Thisis the system. It 
is impartial ; it: knows no name,Bo sect, no cast, 
no color—all are alike invited to partake of its 
benefits.. Its object is to promote universal in- 
telligence and virtue ; to banish semi- barbarism 
from every nook and corners of the land. 
‘* But what is this_system without proper 
agents to work it. .. What; are schoel-houses, 
(houses of refuge for intelject,) libraries, offi- 
cers, literary funds, &c., without the common 
school teachers. It constitutes a splendid and 
perfect machine, byt destitute of the motive pow- 
er. The teacheris this power, It gives‘us a 
body perfect im it form and adaptation, but it is 
lifeless, till the presence of the common school 
teacher animatesit, Teachers! you are the sine 
qua non of the system. Without you it is no- 
thing. Yow are its animating principle—upon 
you therefore as a class, more than any other of 
the secondary agencies, depend. the perpetuity 
of all that is excellent in our national: character 
and institutions, above other nations. Is it ex- 
aggeration then to affirm, that your calling takes 
rank—nay high rank among the useful and hon- 
orable? The thrift, intelligence and ‘virtue of 
the producing classes, the bone and sinew of our 
country, and the eminent in the learned profes- 
sions, many of whom were the offspring of or- 
phaney and poverty, as they call to mind the 
spring of their attbjtion, answer no!—nay the 
cultivated fields and thriving villages §with their 
glittering spires, pointing heavenward, that dot 
the landscape at every view, send up the respon- 
sive reply, no! ‘no4! Turn where you will and 
the same reply will meet'you, except from two 
sources. Those whose children never suffered 
the so called. disgrace of association-with the 
children of the’populace, and whoof course ne- 
ver condescend to so low, or rather so high’a' pro. 
fession, as common school teaching ; and those 
who hate knowledge: anid despise reproof.». By 
such your calling will never be appreciated. 
This is their folly, and as the fruits of it, they 
furnish by far the greatest proportion of fops and 
fools on the. one hand, and the embodiment of 
M nelliget 6) } whose h t 
intelligent, however, in whose hearts, not on 
Whol? toner Virtue has fixed, her abode, wi 
yank ds you, the hopor due to your exalted 
on.” gee wht cot wf 
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me on the other... The mass of the |. 


On taking the chair, the president of the association, 
John M. Holley Esq , briefly stated the object of the 
meeting, and the success which had attended thus far 
the efforts of the association. 

On motion of Samuel Cote, Esq., committees on 
teachers’ institutes, town associations and common 
school celebrations, were appointed. 

The committee on téaéhérs’ institutes reported the 
araeg resolutions, whieh were uhanimously adopt- 


Resolved; ‘That we fegard teatHers’ institutes as 
powerful auxiliaries in promoting the cause of educa- 
tion, by educating. the teachers in not only the great 
} principles of science, but also in the most approved 
methods of teaching, and that in our opinion, such in- 
stitutes ought to be established in each of the counties 
of this state. boo (is 443 

Resolved, That the county superintendent, John, T. 
Mackenzie, Esq., and Professor N. Brittan, te, and are 
hereby appoi da committee: to make the necessary 
arrangements for, and establish a teachers’ institute in 
Lyons, and such others, at such places in the county 
as they may deem proper, on or before the 22d day of 

peember next; that they give notice of the same 
through the several newspapers in the county, and that 
teachers throughout the county are respectfully invited 
and expected to attend the same, preparatory to en- 
gaging in the business of their profession. 

The committee on town associations and celebra- 
tions, reported the folldwing resolutions, whith were 
unanimously a 4 Viz: 

Resolved, That in view of the beneficial results which 
follow from the’ establishment of town associations 
and the holding of common scheo! celebrations, by af- 
fording to the teacher increased facilities for improve- 
ment in the art of teaching, and awakening anew an 
interest in the mind of the patron as well as the pupil, 
we earnestly recommend the immediate organization 
of such association in each of the towns in this coun- 
ty, and that the town superintendents: of the several 
towns are requested to use their efforts in establishing 
the same, : 

Resolved, That we recommend the holding of public 
examinations or celebrations of the schools, in the 
several towns;.in this county, at the close of eachterm, 
and that parents and all others interested be invited to 


attend the same. 
J. M. HOLLEY, President. 
J. T. Macr&wziz, Secretary. 





(For the District School Journal.]} 
THE PLASTER BLACKBOARD. 

Perhaps no greater improvement has been 
made in any of the appendages of the school- 
room, than in that useful article the blackboard. 

This improvement eonsists in the use of 
colored plaster instead of the painted board. 
It has many considerations to recommend it. 
The chalk is used upon it without noise: It is 
easily erased. There is no reflection of light 
‘thus obstructing the sight ; and last, though not 
least, itis very much cheaper than boards. 

In erectinga building the black ‘surface can 
be put on at-a'very trifling expense. It can be 
applied to anyold surface with equal facility. 
Any common mason can apply it who knows 
how to use the “Hard finish.” We may do the 
‘Shuse of common s¢hools an essential service by 
giving the following simple directions for 

MAKING THE PLASTER BLACKBOARD. 


‘o First, wet a sufficient quantity of lamp-bleck 
with eleohel, to-color the plaster to be used, 
and mix this coloring with the ‘hard finish,” 
at the time of putting it on. sl ; 
‘° ‘PheTampbleck may be wet with sour beer in- 
‘ptéead- of dlcoliot. + Ff it. be wet with water ‘it 
wilt not' mix’aniformly ‘with the ‘plaster on ic. 
“phy mfatter contaified in it, ahd the 
wurface “wi Praha uniforinfy black, bit will 
have @ spotted appenrarice, “> nf 
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' ALBANY, OCTO 3ER, 1345, 
TEACHERS’ ADVOCATE. 








This is the title of a new school journal re- 
ently established at Syracuse, under a resola- 
-tion of the teachers’ convention. ‘Its: editor, 
_Epwarp Coorgr, Esq., as principal.of various 
academies in different parts of the ‘state, has 
manifested great zeal and devotion im the cause 
-of education, and we trust that his, journal will 
‘be distinguished as the eloquent and successful 

“advocate of its interests. 





STATE NORMAL. SCHOOL. 

The full notice of the recent review of the 
Normal School, given by the Evening Journal 
and Argus, makes any! further account unneces- 
:sary. Ina word, it was worthy Ay the reputa- 
. tion of the school. 


EOARD OF INSTRUCTION. 


DAVID P. P she 5 Principal. 

GEORGE R 
»Mathematics. 

SUMNER C. WEBB, Assistant Teacher of 
Arithmetic. 

SILAS T. BOWEN, Assistant Teacher of 
»Grammar and Geo phy. 

WILLIAM W. CLARK, Assistant Teacher 

of Natural Philosophy and Chemistry. 

WILLIAM F. PHELPS, Assistant Teacher 
of the Experimental School. 

MISS ELTZABETA'C. HANCE, Assistant 
Teacher of Reading and Spelling. 


FP. J. ILSLEY, Prof. of Vocal Music. 
J.B. HOWARD, Prof. of Drawing. 


ee need 


LIBRARY. 


Besides an abundant supply of text-books for 
the use of. the pupils, there is connected with 


the, Institution, a valuable educational and |’ 


miscellaneous library, consisting of about six 

Aundred volumes. This library was mainly pro- 

ured by funde.received from:the heirs of the 

late Hon, James Wadsworth,of Geneseo. - 
APPARATUS, &c. 

“The school i is already supplied with a valuable 
philosophical apparatus, and. also. with globes, 
maps and charts, and other means for illustrating 
the various sciences taught. Additions will be 
made te dhe apperatus of the sehool, till it shall 
be geen Ens: the purpeses of instruction. 





™ " teepures. 

Dui each term, a.c E iectures will be 
sive) by the pete our esgor. “ yond 
mat iP reus; ie! ( ii eaca- 
s yard the'¢ teacher, 4 i shed. indi- 

baye j ; the. se 


wit ectares, by invitanionef 90. rincipal. 7 


. PERKINS, A.-M., Prof...cf |, 





During the past term, lectures by the Princi- 
pal have been given, on various subjects. 

The ‘Professor of Mathematics: has given 
courses of lectures on Mathematical and Physi- 
cal Geography—Tides—Laws of Motion—Laws 
of Fatling Bodies—Mechanical Powers-~Teach- 
ing Arithmetic, &c., 

‘A course of twelve chemical iesteres was 
delivered to the school by: Professor MaTuEr, 
mre tee A experiments, Hon: Sarem: ‘Town 
and J. H. Matuer, Esq., by invitation, favored 
the school, each with several practieat lectures. 

Among the other individuals who have lectured 
by invitation, may be mentioned, Rev: Dr. Por- 
TER; of Union College—Prof. Henry, of Prince- 


tton—James' Henay, Jr: Esq., of Herkimer 


coun Prof. ‘Comstock, of 'Philadelphia— 
and Francis Dwrent, of Albany. 


THE NEXT TERM OPENS ON THE 15TH INST. 





STATE NORMAL GRADUATES. 


The subjoined is a list of the graduates: 


Femaces. 
Ponssalnes county. 





Caroune Smita, 


Press C. Cazigr, Madison 
Frances M. Hastines, Oneida we 
Ecizaseti C. Hance, Wayne: a 
Nancy Cross, Schoharie A‘ 
Mates." 
Iemes D. Apams, Ontario - 
Siris T. Bowzn; ' Otsego “ 
Wat, W. Cuarx, Livingston, ‘* 
Dennis B. Cuarin, Allegany ch 
Warren Demcr, Genesee ee 
Reuven H. Bisowam, Satatoga 7 
Jas. Lysanver. Enos; Wyoming “ 
. Jas. La Rov Far, Madison “ 
‘= Marnvin Enagrton, Onondaga ve 
” Darter ) Or ad Monroe ¥¢ 
Netsow W. Burts, Orleans silts 
-Wm. Van Ovinpa, Lewis i “ 
Gicaegt Tarver, Essex “ 
mum Watson, Monroe be 
Hiway McGonecar Tompkins s 
Danret Losey, © Onondaga “6 
Revern R. Srerson Franklin “ 
Jas. W. Manpzvitis; Chenango ts 
Epw. C. Sermovur, Tompkins bs 
_ Erasmvs D. Kincstxy, Erie 
, Geo. C. Morr, Greene se 
Vounsy S. Hussarp, Jefferson s 
Aurazp Nicnois, Madison sé 
Wututam Scism, Columbia “e 
Wriiiam Nis, Washington ‘ 
ex GO. Wess, Cortlan wed 
Ezra Newtanp, Livicgston st, 
mM, F. Pagura, . Cayuga, ° 64 
ngn OrtMan, Schoharie _—_— 





NEGLECT OF LIBRARIES A REMEDY 
SUGGESTED. 


[For the Journal.] 

’ Mr. DwicuT—tI Mg! well know it is not plea. 
sant to look at the datk side of the picture 
when contemplating our institutions, but pru- 
dence admonishes us to look at both sides. Ea- 
tertaining thése views, T must add that there are 
probably hundreds of school districts in the state, 
the inhabitants of which do not avail themselves 
of the advantages of the libraries in their dis- 
tricts. eh? > TTY¥DSe an? 

I have 5 ent! heard the librarians of fom 
“book ‘was called for. from 


er, and sometimes for six 
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months in succession. This subject ought to, be 
agitated by every newspaper in the state. I have 
something to say about the delinquency of town 
superintendents, aye, and of county superinten- 
dents; too, which I will sead you if you wish it. 
F TEACHER. | 
Perrysville, Madison co., August, 1845. 


We hope our correspondent will fulfil his pro- 
mise and expose whatever may require amend- 
ment or, reprehension in any part of the working 
of the school system. Our columns have ever 
been open to every communication whose spirit 
was good and whose object was improvement. 

The statements in regard to the district libra- 
ries, however unwelcome, are corroborated by 
the returns made to the department. The fol- 
lowing extract from the report of J.J. Rocka- 
fellow, county superintendent of the southern 
district. of Alleggay,, graphically portrays the 
bright and the dak side of this picture, and we 
call attention to it for the purpose of inquiring 
whether some remedial action is not possible 
and practicable ? 


Disraict Lisraries —The whole number of vo- 
lumes in all the libraries, as reported by the libra- 
rians at the time of visitation, is =5---++-+++++--+» 9036 
Average uumber in circulation for the summer, -- 1430 


Leaving a balance of «ewes eres seee sscccesceceses 7606 


District 2 in’ the town of Genesee has no district li- 

rary, for ihe reasons that they haye a large, well se- 
lected circulating library, and have never fully approved 
of our:library regulations. They iherefore chose rath- 
er to lose the benefit of the library money than to throw 
tlhiemselves under such “rigid, unreasonable’”’ réstric- 
tions... District No. 5 in the same.town, district'No 11 
in the town of Independence, district No. 11 in the town 
of Alfred, and district No. 6 in the town of Scio, are al- 
so destitute, having been organized since the last ap. 
pertionment of library money. The books are gener- 
ally in good condition. In most districts they are read 
with a good deal of interest and are duly ap reciated. 
Jn others they are allowed 'to sleep'upon their shelves 
month after month—il they, have shelves; otherwise, 
they are often crammed away in some remote nook or 
greasy hole of a pantry, as though they were the most 
valueless things of earth’s valuables. In a few instan- 
ces, upon opening the library case, I have beheld a he- 
terogeneous mass of books, new rs, antediluvian 
scraps and documents, dirty snuff boxes, greasy can- 
dlesticks,. shaving implements, and in one instance a 
nest of young vermin! The condition of those districts 
and their schools ‘is analagous. But these were ex- 
treme eases,-and perhaps ought to’ be withheld. I re- 
gret to say that aang ininsiciaus selections have been 
made—works ofa pernicious tendency; some through 
he real character of works: selected, 


oa rel da few fi hoi 
ot ness, an m a 
= Thatdeue of Wes w, Tules of the Ocean,” se Pi- 


arsaw v7 
rates’, Own Book,”’ and a few others of similar stamp, 
have found way into almost every ry, In every 
case their me gy oon been promptly-urged, and gene: 
rally, performed, A great are kept in ve 
qeu: or rather without tas Scatatrgue and libraty 
the very pictures of chaos. Among other novel circum- 
arenes, found one library stuffed away in an old 
ined be catalogue, and found tthe basewn “ninety? 
’ a ‘ ninety- 
nine Tae in he hole,” very approt ) for they 
pe ——— es te 
A s of a fat! : ‘ails 
i pn Sh 
up ¢.. I would not Ly il attack 
: igvorance: weil 


‘Upon’ pare : 
tt 


’ . 
-is their sheer earelesstiess of which J complain, : 


tines of these Bpeke od all oars them, and hence 
they have no a whatever tooffer for thi 
of the Baglish aptan. ' “ — 


*“The establishment of libraries,” says Mr. 
Lindsley, county superintendent of Yates, ‘is 
ten years in advance. of public opinion; a 
generation must:pass away before they will be 
read.” ‘‘ Our libraries,” says Mr. Cooke, coun- 
Ay, superintendent of Niagara, ‘‘ are rather lights 
‘under a bushel than on a candlestick.” 

And is there. no remedy ? It is éasy to reply 
that a taste must be. created; but.how can it be 
done? :, MIE 
+, We must begin with: the children. The art 
of reading.is now taught, the taste to use the 
}art must be cultivated, antil the mind craves 
knowledge, as the body, food... Then the libra- 
ry will be valued as the treasury of riches ‘‘ that 

waste. not in the using,” and books, that are 
books, will become the companions aad friends 
of those barren hours which now drag so wearily 
onward, scattering few seeds on the field of 
thought, but tares, for life’s greatharvest. Then 
the Martyrs, the Heroes, the Sages of humanity ; 
its: Socrates’, its Hampdens, its Howards, its 
Washingtons, its Franklins and itsShakspeares, 
will find a reverential but cordial welcome in 
the homes from which ignorance now churlishly 
excludes those, whose presence would honor and 
whose influence would bless. ‘“‘For a good 
book is the best of friends, the same to-day and 
forever; unalterably it speaketh the truth, 
‘warped not by envy or interest ;—thy sin, thy 
slander or neglect chilleth not, quencheth not its 
love ;—it listeneth or it speaketh when thou 
listest ;—~it praiseth thy good without envy, it 
ehideth thine evil without malice :—it is thy 
willing slave and thine unbending teacher ;—it 
draws thee out of self, thy petty plans and cau- 
tions, to teach thee what thou lackest, to tell 
thee how largely thou art blest ;—to lure thee 
from thy sorrow and to graft another’s wisdom 
on the barren stock of thy own thought,” 


Such is the glorious office of the good book ; 
such the exalted privilege of those who can hold 
communion with the great and good of all time, 
| Aad yet itis unvalued by thousands, who hold 
the key of knowledge in their hands, without a 
wish to unlock its-treasures. Life isto them a 
blank,. a weariness ;—aimless, hopeless; . its 
pathway full of the pitfalls of ignorance, and 
leading at every. step deeper into the gloomy 
shades of superstition. Itis therefore a.ques- 
tion of momentous importance, whether.there is 
nota remedy for this evil ; whether the million 
and.a half of volumes now in the libraries of/our 





districts are'to be the means of forming 8 . new 
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xace, of purer, wiser, lappicr citizens, or to, be- 
come the food of moths, in''the * holes” and 
4€Sorh baskets” in which they now are | kept. 
‘Were there but few districts arid small: seetions 
of the’ state, where the libraries were’ neglected, 
“we hardly should press this subject rather weit- 
‘ing patiently for the gradual awakening of * iii- 
‘eRigent interest ; but'the number is ‘Iatge ‘and 
if a remedy cannot be found, there is danger'that 
‘the library system itself, ddmirable’ and ‘benefi- 
cent as it is, will be im jeopardy. ' 9'e8 # °°! 

We, therefore, earnestly call upon supetinten- 
‘dents and tenchers, to’ devise and apply aréme- 
ody to this cotréding evil, aad if wo better planis 

“proposed, we trust they will’ adopt one which 
hag been successfully ‘tested in a few: districts. 
A REMEDY. 

‘Let Wednesday afternoon, or at least ati hour 
of the aftérndon, ‘be set apart by the teicher for 
queéstioning afd’ conversing on the’ books drawn 
from the library. Call‘tipon some of thé’ more 
intelligent pupils to relate any fact read in those 
books that may have interested them, and upon 
some Who afe less advanced, to read some short 


passages, making them the oteasion of remarks, |- 
‘sometimes’ rélating ‘an aheedote or stating any 


fact that will illustrate the same ‘subject. For 
the ‘teacher, the Germans Say} should be a good 
story teller, and we assumie’ that he is equel to 
his duties. Connect with this reading: and. con- 

versational ‘exercise, information in regard to 
‘the events of the day, referring to the map ‘to 
show the pupils where the Russians are now 
carrying on their operations in the Caucasus, 
where the free ports are, opened by China, or 
through what region our army is now moving to 
the frontiers of Texas. In this manner books 
will be associated with the business and’ inter- 
ests of life, and connected with the exercises of 
the school. The pupils ‘becdming interested, 

will not only draw books with avidity, but take 
them to their homes and make them the subject 
of conversation, awakéning aiwish in their se- 
veral families to know. what:pleases and inter- 
ests their children. Thus the ‘circle of readers 
extends, until the library is prized as oe pare: 
friend ‘of the district. 

‘“Thete is no difficulty,” wemay betold, “in 
trying this experiment, where the library ie kept 
inthe school-houre; the teacher is sab-librarian, 
atid saitable books are found in the library adap. 
téd to' the age and wants of the children,’ There 
is’ little ‘difficulty fa most casés, ‘we reply, if the 
teacher is anxious to ‘testite practicability. ‘Suit- 
“able books are generally tobe ‘found in the li- 
‘brary, dnd eithough the wamiber adapted to chil- 


dren is usually too small, it will soon be increased 
by the trustees, if they see this class of books 
thus made subservient to the good of the children. 
if the bdoks aré hot’ kept in the schoot-nodse, 
there ‘will be more trouble imposed ypon.the 
teacher, . but there are many teachers in every 
county who cheerfully encounter much greater 
difficulties’ in their éarnest devotion to dity. "The 
‘good | teacher ‘says “with Leggett, satisfy me 
that it is ‘right, and I will find a way to reduce 
it to practice.” ©” 

The oceusional exercise, called “Topics,” 
now in’ somewhat géneral use, might also be 
‘made subservient té rendering the ‘fibrary' more 
interésti g dnd WéeFil Both to the schbot ‘aiid to 
ihe distr st “Gebdgtaphy add history ‘should’ Be 
so ‘thiight as fe: jaeritly to send the ‘pupil ‘anx- 
ious for farther’ nowledge,'td the library’ of the 
district.” But ‘we inust Teave ‘the subject, with 
those’ who feel and ‘are able to unfold its refa- 
tion, to the well béing of the communities i in 
which they are called to labor. 





THE PAST, THE PRESENT AND’ THE 
‘FUTURE. 


In perusing. the Jest annual report. of . the 
County Superintendent of the southern section 
of Washington county, (Witu1am) Warenr, 
Esq.,) we were forcibly struck with the contrast 
which it so ably and foreibly exhibits, between 
the: present and the past condition of the schools 
under his supervision, ant! with the sanguine 
bat lucid and well digested views of the future 
in which he indulges. What has here been done, 
with reference to & portion only, “of the séhools 
of asingle county, we hope to be able. at an 
early day to present, with reference to the en- 
tire state; to note the progress which has been 
made under the existing system of supervision, 
in‘ elevating the cheracter and extending: the in. 
fluence of our common schools—to contrast their 
present condition with that in which they ‘were 
found not.enly by: the County Superintendents 
on: their first,visitations, and by the gentlemen in 
‘dffferent sections of the-state who had previous- 
ly been designated, as Visitors, uader a special 
act of the legislafure’ passed; in 1839and: to 
‘show distinetly and specifically the: source: of 
the manifest improvement which. has been the 
result, ithe miote thorough; efficient and uni- 
form paar growing out of the: system. of 
/County and Town. identa,, sll 
reve arer ormer. | fn the mean tine we 
Reais Cotbed te dete wilh & Ptrtaty 


228 a favorable 
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specimen of the salutary change which’ has al- | 
ready been effected in this respect : 


OW, rst, n the:dis e. of the du- 
, ee. cen ‘oles ce te County euperintenden > Bae two’ 


Febréary;\l emered eee duties of a 
thankless ee kn and upon an employment inst 
Thee thete’ — Ce on Pog ee er pre. es | 

eommorp school, system st. revise 
new officer, “heretofore wokpown to the laws, Pind 


WY Created; A-new systenvof ay ey never, in} 


ant fear eae ae ete pole eee 


ealied for by the. g and henee the whale 
Jaen as looked u ~ mat a ipaloga eye: mat 
Tegurdéed’as & pensioned agent, settied he 


ts Inve peopies me Wide ai nec: op thy Lada ke 
a ie he private affairs of thé;‘‘sovercign 


‘The ibe spirit ‘of party and of faet wie 
te part nothing teo too hallowed. vend 
~ A. lle not content to leave — wy Sad to 


Same Lane terior: , 
heal a: dacetioratia: Legisiatare lind 
courage to rise above 







their potiti- 
Hua eee er ne tf most ‘pon eer al fhe pitereet f fe ee Wan} 


Asmmodiens heccdaroner 
setae es be wr follows via siigtceotrens on 


ty for reflection an mM cons: 

Fefiection was most benign and a wey in in ie resale 
For the moment this question was deprived of its Politi. 
eal aes ie both great paint cee te fully 
committed to its support; near either because 
“that which cannot be cared trust’ be ‘endured,’ or 
from higher motives, seemed.to settle down under the. 
conviction that it might, after all, be.best.to give the 
system a a fair trial! 

“ Phat system T have already remarked, has now 
been in ctica ration for about three years. Its 
results have thes { ar exceeded the mest sanguine ex- 


- Pectations of itsfriends. Its policy and wisdomis now 


now no longer doubted. Some of its bitterest o 
nents have now ¢ its warmest friends. Ane 
office of county superintendent has becomea ular 
pe that inetead of going about and begging for an 
umbent, it has now meré disinterested and humble 
pin Jeans, than could well be suppl ed with places in 


hd The éone of. publie ‘geatinent has also yy in 
relation to, the. management of their schools. In the 
emplorment of, teachers the questio 2 which almost 
universally ‘was, ‘‘whatis your price?” his now on 
place, in a very good degree, tothe much more ap’ 
AY a judicous one, ‘‘ what are your qua > 
tions 
‘Parents now more freaueutly visit their schools. A 
bre ee interest is mani he morai, intellectaa! 
ri bere training of their children. 
aol-houses’ ere besistfing to impoersi; school 
tus to be, introduced, and the whole system of 
ins ruction to be changed. In short, we are in the 
midst of a great mortal, intellectual and parpice! Tevo- 
lution. | The tide in our educational careerhas set, and 
if we, yi but.“ take it at its flow, will lead on to: for- 
une.” . 

“ wl I mainly propose to revicw the past condition of 
our oa schogls;, to show from. oa were sufered 
ore oom Dromings errors which were suffe 

to under the ol 


willis it ne saris yey inerny lent 
guens ctw 
Shees ra bas had, and rare ir exert heat Sp combed nae. 
targé; = final — renin * to’point out a 
i nha our 
Pe ee cage ee ca ae Ki | cae 


ae with ty IS to the’ —— 





spate feet ets 


} of an object painted upo 
tt uur td fn eh oe nato 


cule that phen 
nat because it Mae ty -f. oo of ‘every 
ee those axbrcisenidy whied he tion. Such a8 exe bon.ope- 


who always look to (‘the law andthe testimony,” have 
imagiaed that they saw, or could see, an insuperable 


4 barrier. in the structure and peculiar features of the 


common school laws;. and hence they have, and. still 
—— that the only remedy that cam be furnishe 
quate to the disease in question, is new legislation ! 
ithout stopping to examine the arguments pro and 
‘Jommanetion Cty I rather Epragane tomnreen toshow 
that after all the oolenary di culty consisted mere in 


ithe false notions and. fa — ples a whieh our 
‘whole sysiem of instruct » Badthe gen 
sequent erroneous 


practice. iy thag ia thin, 
else ; and that, ' dwesmomeh: as ba’ teacher prs bens ie 


were. responsible for the- alent none ad 
‘tion ——— system, Tor: sperkapscqualiy to teb 

reat 
teaching written “ women rites aakee evela 
of submitting the arbitrary resentative oO! on lenge 
‘for the image ne ‘and Ja:thesting “the ne as 


avetash rar aunlng spot fot es SPOR ASL Te 


ter’? to force, with birchen arguments if necessary, & 
certain quantity of words, and then in mete pen Te- 
| tention of those words in - 

‘tAn idea,’’ says an-eminent- ‘author, « “is the image 

mthe mind? 
gee to be the image o of an ae 
na. 

‘*Now, as the:pupil of the eye:is the-only avenue.of 
visible perception? so is language the only medium of 
‘vocak thought 5: and. the attempt to feyst a blind man 

n.the beauties of the'visible aniverse, or to delight 
m with the harmonious blending of colors, 
-moumore absurd <n to attempt to feast mis grati the 
* | dnmortal thinking : up ma the mere seunds of in- 
comprehensible or inoxplitable words! And yet J ap- 
‘peal tothe good sense of every man at-all acquainted 
with the past» history of our a or with the pre- 
vailing sentiment of the —_ upon. this subject, it our 
/echool system was not nded, at least goeueatiy, 
upon the errer thabd have pointed out; and if the popu- 
lar sentiment does not, among the mass, even new 
strongly sustain it ? We need but to enter the common 
schools of the present day, taught upon the phinciples 
of the old system, and listen to the routine of a single 
day’s exereise, to discover the truth of this position. 
‘So far, then, as the general order and arrangement 
of the schools was concerned, and so far as action 
could speak, all strongly indicated that mind had little 
or nothitig to do with the various exercises, or that 
thought, the element.of: mind, was deeply engaged i in 
investigating the hidden mysteries of seience, or in "4 
reting out the surest road to knowledge. In short 
moment’s observation would teach us, that, under . 
system, masters “‘kept schools” rather than tanght 
them! But let us not speculate upon a subject, in 
roof of an assumed position, that so richly abounds 
n facts ; 1 propose rather to enter the school-room : to 
withdraw for a moment the curtain, ead present a scene 
with which my eyes have been but too familiar! The 
teacher, or rather the ‘‘ master,’’. with all the dignity 
binwelt b one so blest with power and authority as 
himself, has taken the ‘‘ chair of state,’’ and beside him 
stands,’ for the firat+time in his life, the young. novi- 
tiate; the long black catalogue of ‘' skeleton shaped, 
bloodless and ghostly apparitions,” in the gard of 
twenty-six i yl wepreths are presented to his aston- 
ished vision ; r’s knife is soon directed to the 
top of the eolumn,: and in rapid succession passes from 
the first letter sa to the last, aud perhaps back 
agnin; the child-répéating after his monitor ina draw!- 
ing, Benge often. monotonous tone, A-ab, B-ab, 
, and so on to the end of the chapter. The child 
imolan been thus gravely introduced to ‘the twenty-six 
strangers, and made to repeat over their names, is has- 
tily dismissed and sent to his seat?» How many of 
them, however, he ise ted to form a speaking ac- 
ee bay at this first se and from such an 


have never yet 
a oa. it AL, s¢em.to uh very littlé know- 
ledge of haman’ natare, or Snature at least, 


to teach he. that a procese-8o denuverel and so little at: 
veryint ‘ornate ule ee buoyant spirits of « ofa 
~~ e res ess. uoya 
utd hardly’ be ‘eguated> by thimr as a 
for his out-door Pf ments, 
nd in 





ti 
er | un therefore con * Keep oP ns 


— 
saifeemly ae — rowull Chil a BAN dian ander der chin pene 


a is‘: 
just. nag 
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‘that while the teacher was doling out his; 
dose of F 


: esson before him. 
This | meena tomar | that ehitdron have 


vepeatedly to oui 
‘whole cham hatt Dy rote, eo ing able io iio ier out 


dozen letters rows 


eae ee tothe existing eine eounty 


serves: Ms 


“ "Tho present. school Jawa may be defective 
ugh oar details; yet after w<) the g: As as 
perfect in theory; and as salutary in as well 
may be. A state, a county anda town superin' <cer- 
tainly —_ a simple, regular, ficient and uabtoken 

chain of unication uithe whole oe 


aa 


‘in 

yeats, it has 

opinions ; a fal- 

filling pectations of its lente, ant, confound- 

ing or making converts of most of i ee The 

resalts, therefore, in county: cong ena 
me to believe, that 2 yey <a —— violen 

tion whieh the whole. system hes to ey 

certain quarters, the day is not far distant, when the 

Le 2 and distinctive ures of our nt school 

nization, shall be so enshrined in hearts. and 

ections of the people, that neither faction nor dema- 

gogucism will be able to shake it.” 


But our limits admonish ‘us that we must re- 
fer those who desire farther to pursue tlie rea- 


sonings of this admirable report, to the docu- jth 


ment itself, which will be found in every dis- ’ 
trict library in° connection with those of the 

state and the other county superintendents. and 

while on this subject we cannot withhold the 

expression of our opinion that every candid and 

unprejudiced citizen who will take the pains to 

peruse this volume, and make himself acquainted 

with what has been actually accompliched under 

the auspices of the several county and town 

superintendents, by virtue of the existing organi- 

zation, will rise from the perusal, satisfied that 

the clamor so assiduously brought. to bear at 

each’ session of the Legislature, against this 
system and its practical administration, has its 

origin in far other motives than those which ap-' 

pertain to the true interests of ‘ $f the people and 

their children.” P 





YOUNG CHILDREN. —THE PAUPERISM 
OF, INTEMPERANCE, | 


We republish; from the ‘the Argus, these epieony 


S$! 


statistics of some ef the lesser evils of intémpe- | 


rance, that theif lesson may be pondered by the. 


teachers of the six -hendred thousand children-} 
now in the schools of New-Kork. For we know | 
', Wo mire important duty Of the teacher, ‘than the 





returns 


4 formation of those habits which are'the bulwarks 


of character and the safeguard ofthe state.: 
Habit is principle in ection, ‘and ‘unless princi- 
ple is: eonfirmed by action it loses all vigor, all 
vitality. It may, be talked, about eloquendy, 
but’ it: ‘directs not the hand,” ‘it sways not the 
heart. ‘Thegreat duty is. to arouse every dor- 
mant prijciple of good, and to embody it in action, 


ry 
that it ‘may gain strength by trial, and for trial. 


And if the teacher. will reflect.on his opportu- 
nity, fo lessen the'serrows and dangers of life, ‘as 
presented in the following extract from Waters- 


| tom, and then read the sad record of those evils, 


which to so great an°extent might have been 


prevented by right influence in the scheols,— 
those fountaiis from which flow the swelling, 

turbid stream of existence—he will not be-sur- 
prised. that. we have brought together subjects in 
themselves $0 utterly repugnant. as the radiant 
dawn of childhood, and the unimaginable wretch- 
edness. of the evening of that day to the forlorn, 
drunken ‘panper. The child—the sehool—the 
life—the drunkard—-the death. And what be- 
youd? Cannot the sequence be broken?—Ed. 

LITTLE: CHILDREN. 

‘* Here is the replenishing of the world ; here 
is a new wave of existence. From these little 
children. wall be selected the judges and. states- 
men of the next half century. Thus are we the 
creators of a world’s destiny ; we_are moulding 
e elements of coming society. Every genera- 
tion is ealled to make its own impress upon days 
yet to come. ‘And by the removal of one gene- 
ration and the coming forward of another, Hu- 
manity may receive perpetual renovation. ‘The 
mature’ become: fixed in their views ; old ‘preju- 
dices fasten around them, and are riveted to their 
souls. New minds come, and why may not these 
inherit. the virtues without the vices of their 
sires? God offers the world fresh opportunities. 
The gates of the past close ; the gates of the fu- 
ture open, If wisdom and love were all that 
passed threugh, the world were.indeed blessed. 
In children, a new Humanity holds‘out its hand. 
When will mankind bequeath to it only ‘what is 
good? Wetake one race and score them all 
over with-errors ; then God. seems, in his kind- 
ness, to say, * HeR# 1s A NEW RACE j BEGIN ONCE 
morE.’”—R, C. Waterston, _ 


{From the Albany Argus] ‘ 

.. THE PAUPERISM OF INTEMPERANCE, 
Ir has ‘been frequently remarked, that in a 
frée coeey | like the + come iene poe ae 

o comparatively tu € 
we Ge ¢ would be no poor, if man.was 
mn bor, ther to eb those impulses and: check 
those appetites, ‘the gratification of which inevi- 


‘tably brings upon 9 and his relatives, misery, 


disgrane-and. 
unt eves ther! ‘Inte ie, not aaa renee: ot 
of March, renege Bore mag ‘to make 


the catéees’ of the pauperism ‘within 
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their'respective counties, we find facts of the first 
interest to those who would seek to stay the in- 
creasing tide of pauperism. These tables will 
surprise even those who have for. years. traced 
the fell progress of the Moloch of Intemperance. 

Ia these special reports, the causes,of pauper- 
ism were specified in only 13,636 cases. Of this 





number, the!following.is the classification of the. 


several causes:  ° 
Of the number of persons who were reduced 
to pauperism by intemperance, there were: 
Males). .....4- LOR AE . 4,812 


Females, maeanks Geek eeeeeevee 2,123 
Vp geal 8. 222540, ais ..) 6,485 


Of persons becoming paupers by debauchery; 
there were ; sind ad 
ales, coer wow eere edo eeeeene 142 , 
- emales, Serer Heese enpsaeteoe ee 516. 
é Total, segiite* tilt» eau 658 : 
Of persons becoming paupers by idlenese; there 
were Foie! ’ 
Males see ieee cee seeee es 261 ' 
Pemalesy 2 vii. J via og5 ecicet cies 122> 


. Totehyviid ud. aaisseoad 2 383 h 
Of persons becoming paupers by idiocy; there 
were: 1 : ‘ a j 


gp Mb wine CO Hee ee ew ewes ee. 205 
Bembalesy 62 .80k0 cin dee cssis eae 2 | 
Total, eevee eteeeeeaeseee 396 f 
Of persous becoming paupers by lunacy, there 
were: f % i 
Males 5) 0! 6 sic pecans anemeenescns 440 
- Females, Coee wet eed ews seeeree 354 
. 194 


” Total ecleosie cee @eeereene % . 
Of: persons becoming. panpers; by blindness, 
there te icifixhs ote a? 
QBs: nme Loewen cer core rere wre ; 


ee 


PMeviceeeeeeovreredevcn 


{ » Pow; 0 b0e8U300 ar Reeds i ‘196 
Of persons becoming paupers by sickness, there 
were gon 3 ‘ 
Males, weeeeteesesesees eeeeee 2,029 S 
Females, Creceesecrecesseceee 1,512 ; ! 


TS } 
‘ , oe 


‘Total; Seeeecceer seer ee eaese 3,541 
Of persons becoming paupers by decrepitude, 
there were’: * r} de oi} 


yp Cece peederesceseeseeee 506 
Pemales; oo. .5i ees cece eee de 1109 


Total; ecawesereedcveeses’ 635: 
Of persons becoming paupers by old-age, there 


were: 
Males, CS Pesos eeeressve rset 852 % 
Females, .....-+-ssesseeseess 9! 266 >"! 


‘Total, Ae Sate Aa Ga decsa 618 
Grand total of pauperism forspeci- . 
ed Causes) ov .cseeee sce een wd 


These authentic tables are deserving of more 
sor Pere htureneragesty 0190--or 47 her 
lar paupé?s ‘in nce is: 47 per 
cent of: te le. The number from debauch- 


34686) 1) 

| ass doing; I was not able to illustrate. ‘The © 
fact is, that but few pupils in Orthography um 
derstand what they are learning. I} do: wish, ~ 





ery is 658—or about 5 per cent. Combining 
these two classes of persous .reduced to pau- 
perism by kin vices,, we have 7093 out of 
13,636—or about 52 percent—that is, more 
than one-hajf of all the pauperism in the state 
arises from intemperance and debauchery !! 

If the same returns.could be extended to eve- 
ry case of pauperism—from the present data, it 
is not improbable to suppose that a like propor- 
tion would still exist. hankies this principle, 
let us see what will be the result. 

. In 1843, the whele expense of paupers relieved 
by publie charity.in the state of New-York, was 


667.77. 
As the above facts have shown that intempe- 
rance and debauchery consti{ute 52 per cent of 
she pauperism, it is clear that for these. two vices 
the people have paid in the year 1843, $270,000. 
The annual tax levied to, support the victims 


of intemperance, seems alsa to be i 
with the gonins nepale ion. Cannot this flooa. 
j gate of expenditure be. arrested? Will not tax 
payers unite in a vigorous effort to reduce their 
taxes, whith must be the inevitable consequence 
of the there onshore ." inpyr the teap® 
rance r ation? @ are the pecun 
results ; but the moral a social results ssa 
be indnitely higher and nobler... The true glory 
of the temperance cause is, * It brings glad- 
ness to eyes which fail with wakeful and 
“the dong 





| tears, and ache for the dark house and 
| sleep,’” were i) 
For the District Schoo] Journal. 
ORTHOGRAPHY. 


Mr Dwigut: Allow mie through the columns 
of the Journal, to say a few words upon Or- 
THoGRAPHY. [tis the most important branch 
of Education; and yet, I am sorry to say itis the 
most neglected.. Within the past year I have 
visited many ‘schodls in this and the adjoining 
counties, and in about one thifd of the number 
no attention is paid to Orthography, The Teach- 
ers in the seta tpine two thirds, s¢emed to appre- 
ciate it, and yet, although they try to teach it, not 
the acquirement of a = practical principle, is 
the result of so doing. ‘The ideas intended to be 
conveyed by the teacher, ‘or ‘by the use of the 
book, to the pupil, are all-erroneous. The pupil 
begins with the consonants, and commits te 
memory what is isaid_of them and of the Vowels, 
in the “‘ fore part” ef the Spelling-Book,- He 
recites the same; and. if he does it without “‘mis- 
sing’, his: knewledge of Orthegraphy is -pro- 
nounced complete. ': He then is, with his teacher, 
ready, and as he presumes, prepared to testify 
to the importance and the of this:great 
branch of study. But what scholar, after com- 
miiting to memory er ‘‘ learning by ‘heart,’ the 
** fore: part ’ of any spelling-book, can candidly 
‘say that by it he does in reality better under- 
‘stand the ‘‘nature and power of Jetters and just 
method ef spelling words?” I have geod reasons 


| to believe that no one can. I well remember the: 
time when I eould recite every sentence upon’ 


Orthography in the ‘fore part” of Cobb’s 
, ling Book; but the:importance or advantage 


however; that one thing, if no more, could: be 
well. understood; and that/is, that the daily les: 
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sons of ar.’scholars in the“ fore part” of’ the 
speHling-book, aré'as false. as they’ are tedious. 
Convince them of that fact; and perhaps some 
com may be derived’ from: ‘80 ‘Teuraag, many as- 
surdities. 

Although I may by some be considered rather 
enthusiastic, yet the following facts wifl, I trast, 
be sufficent’ ‘to convince any one, th t the above 
declaration’ are no more nor legs t e! 

Weare told in Sanders’ S ng- , that 
the letter b has oné proper sound as 1 bind.” “Now 
that the ‘* propet sound of 6 is “be,” is not de 
nied ; then’ b° with’ its proper soutid, ’ (saying 
nothing of the other consonants composing 
the word;) would make bind stand for Salind, 
“but,” for be-ut;‘' bite,” for 2 ee for 
be-roke; “epin,” for be-i as , 


feomake hy mitogens 


it; thefr “ pto ‘ALén de. | po 
are m een ‘ef ou: tte de-€ be-oy Sti {ac 


o- eu: ‘o-ef eae Sey a. take its on among ‘the other i 


ty Pat 





an unconquerable dislike for the study of mathe- 
matical science,‘ the author having treated the 
subject as if the learner were ®etaally incapable 
of comprehending the reasons ‘for the rules he 
had laid down ;:and the old teachers had’ but 
little Uifficulty” in persuading the tyro that’ he 
was thas ineapable of entering into the scientific 
part of Arithmetic; and so: it has been with 
other branches taught in our schools #o'a greater 
or less degree. 

We now have text-books suitableto be placed 
in the hands of the young pupils, well calculated 
to draw out the latent powers of the, ale 
mind—to expand the understanding—teachers 
qualified: to explain whatever may be obscure 
or unin piel ible; the beauties of science are 
disclos d¢ made’ cr ta ley + f ee. 
tions are formed in the school-room, and ins 
aod reat obstruetions: to the onwerd mai a1 

ar education ‘have been measurably’ re- 
moved “and the common school is beginning to 
: we — of 
the Jatid=ta po se select & private 
establishments which have so long retarded its: . 


hei? 2 rade | 
sles.” progress, and to. secure the patronage.and ‘iniflu- 


pyvegl ence ofthe more wealthy and intelligent part 

in® ee ee vin coma spo- | pf commaani 
keh by ‘the "a: be ceed an.” "Ok rat see ie Teaching is becoming an. honorable ‘profes- 
en: dre-dar. vee with th a 'sion--the:talént ef the country: isembarking in 
phabesiea! ‘or * prop mie ns ink ‘it, and we may confidently expect that the rising 
as . or ‘With or ‘nti ” proprie “tee generadioe will become.the enlightened an@in- 
other names; for the pupil is taught to “call th elligent’*supporters of our free, civil: and: réli- 


by one name when he learns them, and by anoth- 
er whemhe puts them‘together into words. 

i: -0- oe n yum nthe paneney.2 asi 
-o-s-h-v-a, Joshua. er was.ca eee 
ed u;” but’ with how much proptiety, iy 

as yell (and no ibettery than I.could the propriely 
of eaittug. our present consonants in theory, 
th a factice anothe 


“f eae 


riags, as Saat th he a 4 
Public School, No.5, , Syracuse. 





19 A CONTRAST: 
tO Seen oir 

Mr. Dwicur— ; ai 
Dear Sir—Itis nota little gratifying. to notice’ 
the happy change that has been Woapeht in our 
common ‘system ‘during the*last few) 
years-—to mark: the strikin Gontenet between} 
its, présent -condition and what it was. iaomy 
school-boy days, when the course of: training,: 
withseome' féw honorable exceptions Ian hap: 
By. - yr aren caleulated = produce disgust in 
emin she. youne: papi to-every thing con. 
nectéd' with:the seheo!-roém—to ‘blunt be per- 
ceptions:of the understanding—to Stifle the as- 


pirations of: the-ydung and promising genius, |°f the Empire State. 


andin short.to prevent effectually the develop. 
ment.of alithat i ia p-oreioggen in the human charac: 
ters , 

Perhaps some ome ‘think: Iam exa rating 
but d appeal: ta the past’ ‘experidnet of ev , 
observer if: what'E have asgerted is not:trne: it |) 


gious institutions, and an amier to their revola- 
ae Ancestry. 
whence thie: erent: change? ‘Beery: one 
will see upon a moment’s reflection that it must? ‘ 
be dated from the eemmencement of the presént 
efficient system of county and townsupervision— 
the diffusion of intelligence among all classes 
peronge the medium of: the: district! Mtraries— 
the eolumis Gf the exeellent Schdol’ Journal, 
and other valuable auxiliaries. Zio 
education is the hope of oor repisitte. 
sett friedds have -but ‘to continue their efforts ‘in 
_-this noble-enterprise—to launch out farther and 
‘T still farther in this ee ocean. of .expentive be- 
mevolence, »atd.- they will ere long witness, the 


1 sh Consummation of their ihe hopes and most 
_, ardent aspitations................. .29fsl 


twithstanding all the light that has been 
wn itpon the. subject, there are aos a few 
who still adhere with great:tenacity: 
‘to the antiquated notions of their venerated: 
grand-parents and think forsoath that becanse 
things were thus and so. in. days. of. yore, they 
ought te-be-so at the present time. 
et the old pioneers regard the presentas the 
incipient, stages af ' in this great de.. 
partment of civilization and sabeationd, and. 
make ouf common.school system indeed asorthy 


ee DANIEL, B. Ross. 
, Canaéioe. Te a | Oe Pe 


ott (ds: much. that. remains .to bes done. 





(For the Distviet School Jona}; « | 


| CHILDREN IN - THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 





coineides, at least, with vowa.: I would). a name, change of of seis em 
ae ‘orth the Sandwich nds hn frome stele 


make: the .ingqu ae ‘the » of teachin 
Arithmetic seething te Debtars 4 


not caleulated to ite im the mind ef ithe pupil 








‘to. Daboll’s system was | marvellous light+-am 
dren and youth. ethene Seat naan heir Kk = hil 
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—_ of divine ‘thi 4 ate the’ inemicives and | of‘initiating children ip | the feith of the gospel. 
edification of atin Piietek The fra little boy who lr accustomed to, wait on 
history of these islands the [the missionaries, carried home to hisfather, who 
docility of the ett and the ts’ 10° Was blind, intelligence of what he had seen or 
‘their settiors' ow from theif foetal heard, ofp lime Ne! ume, in their company. The 

from ‘ériore*” father was deeply to these communica- 
ane the of the’ ae ahd roclaimed | tions ; they set h to thinking ; he soon abjure: 

oe Gite Of the Sandwith fT nds, 2° iést of the | his old heathenism, and became a sincere Chris- 


ere dssured his hearérs that shoald the for: 
¢ir anci *nt'Worship ‘there woul pe 

pve rain and fraitfal ‘seasons ;—theiro 
‘< deity would this punivh them for their, hgerden. 
A youth named 


tian. He loved to hear of Christ, and prayed for 


= those who believed not on him. 


The king hearing of his faith, sént for the poor 
blind man, and inquired of him concerning his 


oseph Banks—after Sir Joseph | religion ; he was able to give such an account of 


Banks) who had eeparaaied Captain Cook to} itas showed his sincerity'in’ renouncing idols. 


the Senet. in'1778—hal made Voyages as'a sai- 


a Meine 
“the declaration of the priest, and one day under- 


tovk’to’ ridicule the stiperstitions of the ‘country: 


and'atd the ‘Ouited States, and 
gh observer, heard ‘with contempt’ 


One good effect of this religion upon the blind 
man was that it made him cleanly and decént. 

The islanders, in their heathen condition, were 
in the habit of eee at cee live insects 
and other ‘offensive things, bat! from the time 


in his'fresence. He declared that the people of | that the blind man received the ‘Christian doc- 


‘8 -Biolret ‘and America did not worship stupid: 


“of wool atid stone, but oné God only, who 


to'be seen himself, thou h he saw, ané | the same ro 
“Teer 4 , 


n@ knew every thing i in the world. ‘In 


Engla hd ‘and America,” sai Joseph, “ there are 


trine from his intelligent little: boy, ‘he ‘refused 
this disgusti ing food: \: Aman who lived ‘under 

continued his own filthy feeding, 
and. provoked to perceive the abstinence of the 
blind man aad his son, complained to the king 


no Faols, but there is plenty of rain, and fine-| that they would not eat like others, demanding 


creps too.’ !Tn Tahiti ‘and’. Huahine they have 
destroyed the idols, and. worship the God of) 


white men, yet there the rain falls, and fruits 
grow pre prary wt Be ver. Why,” he cpntinued, 
* should not fain fall, and the” ground produce 
food' here, as well as elsewhere, ‘when these 
senseless a are doné away with?” The 
priest was confounded, and those. who heard the 
ane reasoning went away convinced of its 
thath22 22? 


Tt was asserted by Mr. Bennet, who Visited 
‘these islands in 1821, fliat the eagerness for in- 
struction among the Ratives Was so reat, that 
all the little boys were daily, durin ng their play 
hours, in réguisition as masters. ree chiefs, 
meén'‘of lofty stature, came early one morning to 
‘obtéin a kamu, or ‘teacher. They could engage 
jeu “biet a ehild, six yoary. of age, lisping over 

ll his te i. Findi hg, however, that he 
eal tell Meters, and repeat his ba, be, bi, 
née Of t: \¢? caught him up by the arm, 

bard thie little fellow’ upon his own” broad 


cs shoulder, a carriéd him off in triumph,: ex- 


i i This shall be my Kamu! eles 
na sun tke took eat delight in 
relay art and help- 
ing, f Hepa ol is say their A, B, 
Cc. Now rant ra ave rowan to be men 
see better taught than their 







ho need ig ane lessons from 
th Mr, Bennet in 
te rte, ital Wo behold of - these 


re eyes of iY waiting upon him, ear 
q 


: their.import on pmorys 
ee Acid confid math ice ihey 
at ibe ese en vial vered, with. the 


oF us, gracefulness :in. its prime, 
: » dhing ae oe our ing ae child | 
oan, 


|” they mus ve the kingdom af Hea en 
fone kan is given in Ty erman 
and Bennet’s. journal of the happy congequence 


aon wea 





anon ding up among ete grown peo- 


t ds, and a a : 
ay eee that, i onl tnd epee ing 


that they should be punished, and competied to 
do as other people did. ‘ The ‘man: is right,” 
answered Riho-riho—that was the king’s name 

--‘‘I will not suffer him to be harmed. Tintend 
soon to learn the new way myself, and to leave 
off bad ways, and then you mustdo the same.” 

It is well known that the king was as'good as 
his word, and that hissuceessor and ‘his subjects 
are now ‘enjoying the benefits of a good educa- 
tion and a true religion. ‘ 


New-York. — E: R. 





THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR COMMON SCHOOLS. 
BY 8.3) MAY. 
Formerly Teacher of the a Normal ' School, now 
residing at Syracuse. 

«Whether we realize it or not, the most im- 
portant trust we have to commit to others, is the 
care of our ehildren,—the most momentous of all 
our social concerns is the education of our chil- 
dren. ‘Who; that ‘has any forecast, can look up- 
‘on the rising generation, without heartfelt soli- 
citude? Out of these infants andjoyous youth 
‘are to arise the wise and good men and women, 
that shall bless,—and'the ignorant and Vicious 
men and women; that shall curge the coming age. 
Can any one be indifferent whether they shall 
turn out to be of the one class or of the other? 
Because a few years will intervene before their 
characters shall be unfolded—because the change 
from. infancy to. maehood will be gradual, let it 
never, for a moment, be forgetten; that a mo- 
}-mentous change is coming to. ell children that 
live. In every infant there are the rudiments of 
a man. 

When we.look at a flower—see its calix filled 
with petals of exquisite form, of the mest deli- 
cate. texture, of diverse colors so. rich and nicely 
blended. that no artcenequal them —and withal 
perpetually diffusing @ delicious perfume, we 
ean hariliy believe that ali this variety of charms 
was evolved from a little seed, not bigger than 
the head ofa pin. 

When we contemplate a sturdy oak,: that has 
for a hundred years defied the blasts of winter, 
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*) heart. 


like, and not. any more articulate than the bleat- 
_could then send forth only.a wailing ery, is now 


the beholder.a perfect: whole; glowing with the 


\ dsarm his fortitude.’ He will penetrate iiito the 


» © 9pose: himself to the:capricious cruelty of barba- 
‘‘rous:men, that he;may bear'to them ‘the glad: 
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—has spread wide around, its sh 
und hag seemed to aa 







Lyied orice 


more it hasbeen pelted by the: storms, We find if 
7 i to persuade “ eres ri 2 7 ne I” 
“tlie efements of all this body afd ‘strength, were. 
once ‘toncealed a Roath sash re the 
facts of the vegetable ware ; Ne t they half}. 
$0 Cutiows and wonderful as the facts which are 
‘; diséloged in the history of the human mind and 


7 tar ave ‘ 


173 @ fon L349 t 4 
Here is a man, now master of twenty: langua- 
ges, who can converse in theirown tongues with 
persons of as, many differeat nations,—whvuse 
only utterance ‘thirty years ago, was-very much 


ing of.a lamb. Or, it. may ‘be, that he, who 


overwhelming the. cra forum, or swaying 
e Congress of the nation iby his eloquence, 
ught with surpassing wisdom. | >.\) | 
There is another, who can conceive the struc. 
ture,.and direct :the building of the mighty ship 
that shail bear’ an embattled host around the 
world ; ar. the man, wha can devise the plan of 
a magnificent temple, and guide the construction 
of every. part, until it shnll present. to the eye of 


unspeakable-beauty of symmetrical form. And 
here is a third, who has comprehended the strué. 
ture of the solar system. He has ascertained the 
sizes of the planets, and at what precise mo- 
ments'they shall: severally complete ‘their cir- 
cuits,. -He has even weighed the sun,—measured 
the distances of some of the fixed stars,—and 
foretold the very hour, ‘‘ when the dread comet,” 
after an absence of centuries, ‘‘ shall'to the fore- 
head of our evening sky return.” .These men’ 
are the same beings, who, thirty years ago, were 
paling infente,ecurcely equal in their intelligence 
to kittens of a week old. 
There, too, ig a man who sways the destioy 


seen crying for a sngar-plam, or quarreling with 
hi itl MBLEE hor, 8:8 Meta eviife | 
And who are they that are. inf ,society 


beirdaciag crimes—seattering, aboutthem 
i rebrand AtTOWS sa death” boldly, setting 
efiance the laws hs eyes of Ged3; Are 
-they not the. same beings that.a few. years ago 
Wert ¢ ildrep, who, could they, have conceived 
‘of such eeds of ‘darkness as they now perpetrate 
without compunction, would have shrumk from 
thém instinctively. with horror? BI svat 

"These surely are prodigious changes, . greater 
far than any exhibited in the vegetable world. 
And are they. not. changes of inkaitely greater 
moment? . growth of a mighty tree. from a 
small seed 7 es matter fer wonder,--for admi- 
ration; but the development of. being, capable 
of such tremendous agencies for good or for evil, 
should be, with us all'a matter of the deepest con- 
cern, Strange—passing s that.it is not 
so! Go through the community and you ‘shall 
find hundreds ready to adopt the best. plans for 
the culture of vegetables, or fruit trees, where 
you will find one who is watching with due care 
over the growth of his immortal child, 





MASSACHUSETTS. 


THE NORMAL SCHOOL CELEBRATION aT WEST NEWTON. 


On the 12th of August last, the former pupils of 
the Normal School at West Newton, (formerly 
of Texington,) met, together by appointment to 
celebrate as a festival the close of the sixth year 
since the establishment of the school. . It was 
very pleasant to see this assemblage of happy 
faces, to hear their affectionate greetings for each 
other,and for their beloved and respected teacher. 

These young ladies came from every. part of 
the State, nota few directly from their, respec- 
tive fields oflabor. A brighter and more intelli- 
gent lopking company of young women can rare- 


F 
of nations, , His empire embraces balf the earth, |: ly be seen. The Gncher, Mr Pierce, must have 


and throughout. his wide domains his will is law. }: 


At his command, hundreds of thousands rush to 
arms, the pliant subjects of his insatiable ambi- 
tion, ready to pour.out their blood Jike water at 
his bidding. He arranges them as he pleases, 
to execute his purpose. He directs/ their move- 
ments, as if they were the creatures of his hand: 
He plunges, them into battle, and: wades to con- 
quest over their dead and mangied bedies, That 
man, the despotic power of whose mind over. 
awes the world, was once a. feeble babe, who 
had_ neither. the disposition nor the etrength to} 
harm<a fly... Sony othe ad OF tn rt 
’ Ow the other hand, there'is one who now evin- 
ble energy, and the spirit of wik 


*) 


; 


ces unconquera 
: ling selfssacrifice in works of benevolence. No} of 


toiliseems 10 overbear his strength. No discour- 
agement-impairs his resolution. No dangers 


most foathsome haunts of poverty or viee, that 
he may relieve the wretched, and reclaim the 
abandoned. He:will traverse continents / and ex- 


tidings.of salvation, Or; ‘he will calmly face the 
scorh and rage of the civilized world, in opposi-: 
tion to the. wrong; however sahctioned by’ ‘cus- 
tom or hallowed by time; or march ‘firmly to the 
stake, in maintenance of the true and the right. 


enjoyed himself not a little in looking again upon 
So maby countenances, in which be doubtless first 
ed up that expression which so strikingly 
charagterized them all. And not only had he 
‘wa up the slumbering intellectual pewers of 
many of the pupils, buthe hed also breathed into 
them the breath ofa moral life, which, sad to say, 
is not always inspired by the schools of yoyth. 
Many are the temptations, resulting from infe- 
rior teaching, which induce pupils to be satisfied 
with superficial acquirements, and whith lead 
‘thern to gloss overt their deficiencies. But, Mr. . 
‘Pierce lias another standard of schoo) morals 
‘Oné must sit in his school- for days together 
and listen to his code of morals, a§ brought out 
by special o¢casions during the common routine 
lessons, ‘before the ‘process can atiually be 
seén, by which he makes the es come 
forward to confess the depths of her ignorance, 
‘and ‘the most vain crucify her 6wn love ‘of appro- 
bation, by asking humble, nepeercor? By baa ons. 
‘Sich are the noblest frnits ‘of “this excellent 
‘teachér’s instractions for no intellectual advance- 
ment t!-at can be made, is equel in value to the 
eonscientions' use of every faculty. He “would 
‘send ito evety school a moral power that shall 
exorfise all the subterfuges of Corrupted child- 
hood — corrupted ales! how often in’ thé Very 
schvol-room itself, where vanity and base emula- 
tien are $6 frequently made the motive powers! 





This man, a few years:ago, might have been 


° No'ene ‘can be well acquainted with many of 
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our school-rooms, and 


" Jealonsies. wbichy children. bring inte them, with. 
out longing for the da 
shall be consigned to the care.only of such high, 
principled teachers as have well considered os 

forehand the momentous work they have under:"} 
taken. But to return.to the Newton fete. Tht 
exercises, of the day consisted in an address of 
welcome, elegantly written and appropriately de- 
_livered, by, o8e of the assistant teachers, to the: 
former and, pre ent, members of the school; an 
address, also, from the Secretary of the Board 
of Education; in ‘songs, ‘and a few extempore 
speeches from gentlemca guests. ‘The addresses | 
were giveh in the spacious hall of the fine buil- 
ding, towards the purchase’ of which, the Hon. 

Josiah Quincy, Jr. ‘gave the sum of fifteen hun- 

dred dollars; the collation and friendly speeches 


were in & be@utiful grove on the hill behind it. 
The yout dies Were mostly dressed in white.. 
and their heads were tastefully garlanded with 


ever} Sand flowers. The hall had been beau- 
tifall y decdrated by their hands, for the occasion 
with green wreaths and branches interspersed 
with pocats and fine sentiments. = 
"We ‘subjoin ‘the following original ode, after 
the singty of which, the happy party separated 
| We select the “Farewell” song, on account of 
its affectionate allusions to the fatherly teacher 
of the school. 
_Agaip. we've met with hearts as warm, 
” when in early Normal days, 
fe trod the hall at Lexington, 
And sung in glee our Norma! lays,— . 
Or wandered o’er that-hallowed ground 
Where first our, country’s freedom woke, 
. Where Creve fave brave true-bearted men 
First broke the tyrant’s galling yoke. 
We'll not that Wumbler hall forget, 

‘4 hough now in fairer courts we stand, 
For still-we hear the same kiad voice, 
And see the same directing hand; 

That Jed our willing feet along, 
.' Do.tread the paths of truth and right, 
And guided well our youthful min‘s 
‘ce ‘By wisdom’s clear'and holy tight. '' - 
fate yond ‘Time! and let thy touch 
| i lightly on his reverend brow; 
‘Oh, spate him, (we have loved him well,) 
‘" Oh, spare him to us, e’en as now; 
And bring no weight of added cares, 
Upot his sinking frame to press;— 
“Just touch him with thy shadowy wing, 
“And De that touch all gentleness. 
But time, who hurries us along, 
Nor, will for our entreaties stay, 
_ Still runs his course, and brings the end 
Of this most happy Normal day. 
Yet oft as years shall o’er us roll, 
And throw their snow upon the head, 
As near and nearer draws the ‘hour 
When all our joyous hopes are fled; 
Fheey a ithe our nearts cams rise 
7 Want live them oer and o'er again 
___ Tn.memory’s faithful muTOr gH ated ! 
a oy we now must say ‘‘Farewell!” 
gee et SHI within onr 
Sarred form. opel be preserved;— 
, never shall you be forgot! 
Massachusetts Common School Journal. 


ir hearts, one spot, 





see the petty trickeriesand ' 
y; when these, young. heinky . 


-where education is zealously encouraged, 


, | te be imloved, from necessity to drop the; 


‘tong to those’ cla 
last 


F “Wed 0 Another question of similar import, 


SEATS .WITHOUT BaCks. 


tExtracts from the Report of the Faimary Schoo} Com- 
 Miltee, sothe Board of Trasteesof the Public School 

Society of New-yorkd vedies agi tes : 

_ i hy PNP ‘ ‘ P 

That here is a. connection bet the . modern 
scheol education of:females, asd spinal iujury, is now 
as well established as that impure air io schaglrrooms 
is hurtfal to the. colmlararsnnd,, rests on. proof of a 
similar kind, viz; -omthe.aceumulat: d observation and 
experience of medical men others, in all countries 
paged, One or two 
of the prominent truths thus established, may here be 
mentioned. s ‘ 

Ist. It is a matter-of, notoriety to the, medical profes- 
sion, that until about 30 or 40 years ago, spinal curva- 
tures were very little known. It is only since ‘the 
schoolmaster has got poioad ines simce so great and 
universal an impulse has beén given to education, that 
these cases have become-sufficiently numerous to at- 
tract the perticalar attention of medical men. There 
is now to be found a distinct class of practitioners, and 
of machinists, who live und thrive by the tseatment of 
§ linjuries, ; 

2d. A large proportion of these cases can be distinct- 
‘Ty traced to causes connected with 1 education. 
Among the Hliterate in all countries, thése injuries are 
srareely knew. They oceurmost frequently in schools 
where females are much confined to a sitting posture, 
with But a are allawance of those robust and active 
exereises which impart power to the muscular system, 
and invigorate the general health. 

It should be here.explained, that the trunk of the 
body is sustained in its erect. position, solely by the 
action of muscles. Young and growing females who 
are but feebly endowed with museuter strength, expe- 
rience sucha sensé of weariness in sitting, upright, as 
ay. into a 
variety of curvatures, and one particular curve be- 
coming habitusl, and long persisted in, finalty ends in 
permanent deformity. The influence of exerciso in 
preventing the evil, as precisély that whichjit has on 
the arm ofa blacksmith. It augments the bulk, and re- 
doubles the power, of the muscies, and gives greater 
firmness and security to the joints. . 

3d. In all large cities, there are many children who 
from infancy are strongly a to these affec- 
tions, owing to a constitutional feebleness of muscle, 
or an unhealthy condition of the bones or joints. 
These require every precaution during the course of 
their edneation, to prevent, deformily. ' 

If the fj reqoing remarks be broneht home to our own 
schools, the mportant question ‘will suggest itself,— 
Tetve the causes which Gre known eee spinal injuries 

an existence in our schools? That to say, do we! fin 
there those postures, those curved and oblique ;atti- 
tudes of sitting, which, by becoming habitual, are apt 
sooner or later to‘end in permanent deformity? “And 
do our females partake, in sufficient amount, of ‘those 
invigorating exercises which are so indispensable a 
means of counteracting a tendency tothese affections ?! 
The committee are of opinion, that we cannot claim for 
our schools an immnnity from either of the injurious 
causes ‘here referred to. In. regard to ipostures, the 
— Let rege He chemanbees. my bell Se eaweice, 
the committee would only express their belief, that the 
irls ,under our care are worse bit tha the girls in 


arding ‘schools, where exereise‘is compulsory, and 


provision is'made especially for it, and where its.im- 


tance is getting to be unde and appreciated. 
ut we Sau oe eeatrol over the habits of af children, 


‘| beyond the precincts of the school-house—and they be- 


lasses’ of thé community who are the 
le.in the world to bestow:a) thought on the in- 

flvence of exercise:on the health of the human body. 

. Now comes an important question; a question which, 

he resolution of the board, it was made the espe- 

1 duty of the committeé to reply to, viz : Supposing 

Semates oy at gn ay “ery pes reo 

ries, are mee injuries ow to use 

‘backs? e ans wer gust Be: that they ate ingtrumen- 

tal in ¢ausing them just so far as they place’ the 


eln 
the 


‘4‘geholar ‘under the necessity of seeking relief ‘in ‘the 
crooke 


d and unhealthy attitudes into which she throws 


is this: 
‘Would seats with back-supports, tend to these in- 
juries? A similar answer must be-given.” Such seats 
would act asa preventive, just’ id proportion as they 
removed the temptat:on and the necessity for indulging 
in ipjurious flexures of the body. hen we see, as 
we often may, a girl of rapid growth, of yielding 













































































ha ‘patural isposition to spinal distortions 
o seats ot this kiba wourd be indispensable to their 


_ addressing the students and citizens generally, | 


-)@ited to attend. Termsof tuition for two weeks 
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ay atid of feeble muscles, propping the weight of |- 
t body on her elbows, or, by way of bringing |, 


her sides‘alternately to rest on the desk ‘ore her, 
‘can we doubt for a moment, that with’a back-support 

she would run less risk of injury to her fi ? And: 
in regard to those ctildren, before alluded to, as 


safety. ‘ 
Undoubtedly, no means of Pees inst ‘spinal in- | 
juries can be wholly depended on; w do not include 

a per amount of muscular action. Bat if the females 
who come to our schools suffer privation in this respect j 
at honie, the obligation becomes the greater, on our 

part, to furnish them with seats best suited to secure { 
them against the threatened evil, : { 


Se - | 





TEACHERS’ INSTITUTES. 





BROOME COUNTY, 
The fall session of the Broome County Teach- | 
ers’ Institute will commence on Wednesday, the! 
1st of October next, at the brick school-house in ' 
district No. 1; Binghamton... A. D. Wright, 
Esq., of Verona, (author of ‘‘ Analytical Ortho- | 
graphy,”) and Mrs: Emma Willard, the late po- | 
puler Principal of Troy Female Seminary, will | 
assist in conducting the Institute, aided by most 
of the local board who took rs last year. Pro- 
fessor Davies, L.L,D., of West Point, will 
also he present, if possible. > 
A course of lectures on Natural Science, as 
applied to Agealons and the Arts, will be) 
given by Dr. N.S. Davis, of Binghamton ; and | 
also several lectures on Natural Philosophy, by | 
E. M. Rollo, A. B., Principal of Binghamton | 


Academy. 
J.T. BRODT, Co. Sup’t. 
Windsor, Sept. 15, 1845. 
‘GENESEE. | 
Danien, August 24, 1845. | 
Dear Srr—A Teachers’ Institute will be. 
opened at Alexander village, at the Seminary, | 
on Monday, the 29th of September next, to-con- | 
tinue two weeks, under the joint supervision of | 
David Nay, county superintendent, and Norman | 
F. Wright, A, M.. principal of the Genesee | 
and Wyoming Seminary. On Munday, the 13th | 
of October next, another Institute will: be. 
opened at Caryville, which will also continue 
two weeks under the supervision of David Nay | 
and Werden Reynolds, A..M. principal of the | 
Cary Collegiate Seminary. The Rev. Ebenezer | 
Child will be in attendance as an instructor of | 
elocution. To increase the interest of the Insti- | 
tutes, lecturers will be obtained, some of them | 
from abroad, who will occupy the [evenings in , 


on subjects relating, to. educational improve. | 
ment. The opportunities thus afforded to the 
teachers, who may be in attendance, will be of 
incalculable value not only to them, but to the 
schools that may hereafter be placed under their 
charge. Teachers, therefore, male and female, 


wishing to avail themselves of recent improve- | 


ments in the art of teaching, are earnestly soli- | 


$1,50. Board cam be obtained at public houses 
or in private families, at moderate prices, or if 
teachers .choose, they. can. obtain rooms and 
furnish board for themselves. 


D. NAY, 
County Supt. 








GREENE.“ 

The annual meéting of the Greene Co. Com. 

mon School Association; will be held on thé’15th 
October inst, at Cairo. Tale 9 


OSWEGO. 
{For the Journal.} 6 

A Teachers’ Institute will be held in the Aca- 
demy rooms, at Mexico, Oswego ¢o., ¢ommen- 
cing on the 13th day of October inst, and. will 
continue two weeks. Mr, S. ie Sweet, of Rome, 
is engaged as Principal, an from present indi- 
cations, we havc every reason to belieVe there 
will be a general attendance of the teachers of 
thé county. Arrangements have been made to 
raise, by Voluntary contributions, ‘sufficient to 
cover the expenses of tuition, &¢, Teachers. who 
attend, will be taxed for nothing except hoard, 
and arrangements will be made. to obtain,this at 
the cheapest possible rate, The, teachers , will 
do well to provide themselves, with a testament, 


| slate, a blank book for taking notes, and sta- 


tionery for practising composition. Text-hooks 
will be furnished by the Principal. “ It-is desi- 
rable, also, that. every member should be sup- 
plied with a copy of Colhurn’s Mental Arithme-. 
ti¢, as particular pains will be taken to give in- 
struction in this useful branch of science... Seve- 
ral scientific gentlemen from abroad are expected 
to be presnt and address the association. We 
aré confident of haying a happy, an jnteresting, 
and a profitable time, and trust that’no teacher 
in Oswego county will willingly absent himself 
from the meeting. Come one, come all, 
' . 0. W. RANDALL, )_. 
J. B. PARK, Ex,Com. 
ALEX. WHALEY, 


WAYNE. ; 

The Wayne County Teachers’ Institute will 
open at the Methodist Church in Lyens, on the 
22d inst., at 10 o’elock A. M., and continue two 
weeks in session, under the direction of SamvEL 
Core, Esq., county superintendent, atid Prof. N. 
BritTan, Principal of the Lyons Uuion School, 
as Principals, assisted by Miss Hance and Mr. 
E. D. GranGer, of the Normal School, Albany, 
and Miss D. Rocers and Mr. Furron, teacher 
of penmanship of the Union School, Lyons. 

here will be sessions during the day and 
evening. 

The course of instruction willembraece a gene- 
ral review of the branches taught in eommon 
schools—the best modes. of organizing and 
conducting the same——different methods of teach- 
ing, &e. 

Lectures On Anatomy and ‘Physiology,— 
on Civil Government—and on Vocal© Music, 
with illustrations, will be delivered before the 
institute. 








OFFICIAL. 


TO COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 
The’ several County Superintendents, in pre- 
paring their abstracts of Statistica! information 
for the present year, will Comprise those of the 
respective summer and winter, terms, upon the 
same sheet, ‘with separate footings, as_hereto- 
fore: it having been found impracticable to for- 


ward duplicate blanks for this purpose. 


N. S. BENTON, State Sup'’t. 





